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X-Ray Meeting Notes 

David Anderson 

 

This week, Dearborn Rotary welcomed Emily Nguyen, a Peace Corp Recruiter to talk about her ex-
perience in Kissidougou, Guinea, Africa as a Peace Corp Volunteer. Emily also talked about how the 

Peace Corp and Rotary enjoy joint collaborations in many countries since their missions are so 
closely aligned . See bottom of page 2 for links from our speaker. 

December 2nd we will meet at Park Place for our traditional holiday party, including the 
Henry Ford College Choir. Please email Jim Ives at jives@att.net if you are attending, and 
how many will be attending (guests are invited to attend). To pay in advance ($19 total if 
paid in advance), click here. Please plan on attending as we will also be voting on Club 
Board Members for the 2022-23 Rotary year (see page 2). 

Happy  
Thanksgiving  

All 

Need  
attendance 
numbers by 
Nov. 26 

mailto:jives@att.net
https://dearbornrotary.square.site/product/christmas-lunch/27


Announcements 

    Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable organizations 
in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes it possible for our club 
to participate in receiving matching grant funds  for our next year’s Rotary projects.  
This is made possible because of your contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every 
Rotarian Every Year Giving).   All contributions received before June 2022 will be 
credited to this year’s giving. Our goal for the 2021-22 Rotary year is $7,600, of 
which we have to date raised $.100. Those contributing or pledging at least $100 this 
year are:    
 

 Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, Aldo Martin, PP Eric Rader 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this form and 
send to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer 
know who has contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have sub-
mitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be 
recognized here, please let Jim Ives know of your contribution. 

• Need X-Ray meeting minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
writing is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

• Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invocation givers. 

Page 2 The Dearborn Rotary X-Ray 

Please let her know if 
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being 
passed at the meetings to 
be a greeter, invocation 
giver, or run the 50/50 
raffle for a particular date. 
Please volunteer. 

The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

 

David Anderson Margaret Blohm 

Laila Dakroub Travis Furlow 

Janice Gilliland Lee Hollmann 

Dan Houston Angie Linder 

Jean Overman Jim Thorpe 

Club Board Elections 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 2 of the Dearborn Rotary Club By-Laws, this notice is to announce the ballot of candidates for the 
2022-23  Rotary year Club Board of Directors. On December 2nd, you will cast your votes in person for 8 of the 10 candidates. 
Thank you to all who volunteered to serve on the board. Those running are: 

Here are two stories regarding the Peace Corp. The first one highlights Cal Mann’s Peace Corps story as a Rotarian serving in North Macedonia.  
And the second one highlights the advantage of discovering Peace Corps in high school.  
Peace Corps and Rotary in North Macedonia: Part of a beautiful global friendship  

One person to another: The power of the Peace Corps to change a life 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
https://www.peacecorps.gov/stories/peace-corps-and-rotary-in-north-macedonia-part-of-a-beautiful-global-friendship/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/stories/one-person-another-power-peace-corps-change-life/
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Meeting Notes 

Club President Shannon Peterson and Angie Linder led today’s meeting, which was on-line via Zoom. Angie was able to handle her co-hosting duties via her 
phone, which she indicated was challenging. Travis Furlow did the invocation and mentioned upcoming Thanksgiving. Your reporter had an unstable internet 
connection and missed most of the invocation and opening meeting comments while switching to a telephone connection. 
 

Today’s speaker was Emily Nguyen from the Peace Corps. She is the Regional Recruiter for Michigan and is a Returned Volunteer from Republic of Guinea in 
Africa. Emily served in Guinea from 2017 to 2020 and her Peace Corps recruitment territory is the Lower Peninsula in Michigan. She was a Agri-Foresty volun-
teer and Guinea is in West Africa by Senegal and the Ivory Coast. 
 

Official language of Guinea is French, but more than 20 languages are spoken in the country. Emily served in southeast area of Guinea in a forest region and 
there were three to five local languages in the small village where she stayed. French was used in school classrooms. Guinea has a population of 13 million and 
is around the size of Oregon. About one-quarter of the world’s supply of bauxite, which is used in production of aluminum, is located in Guinea. Most of the 
mining operations are owned by the Chinese and Russians. Guinea is an Islamic country. 
 

Birth of Peace Corps was a late night campaign speech at the University of Michigan in 1960 before 5,000 students. Speech is available on You Tube. Organiza-
tion was established in 1961 with mission statement of peace and friendship. Volunteers go where they are invited and where their skills are desired. Peace 
Corps helps the world have a better understanding of Americans. Most places they serve have internet and cellular connections. Two requirements to be a 
Peace Corps volunteer are you must be at least 18 years old and a US Citizen. Most volunteers have a degree and technical knowledge. Presently there are 
7,000 volunteers in 62 countries. Over history of Peace Corps, 143 countries have been served and 250,000 volunteers. Political unrest and medical reasons are 
two typical reasons for Peace Corps volunteers to leave a country, such as an ebola virus outbreak. Oldest volunteer was 86 and many are over 50. Emily said 
she is an Asian American and is her 40s and from Mississippi. Application process is ten months and is competitive. As a Peace Corps Recruiter, Emily can help 
you with application process and creating a Federal Resume. 
 

Peace Corps is an expense paid program for volunteers. They have modest living facilities and paid a livable wage for country where they are stationed. Volun-
teers have 48 days of vacation time and frequently use time for visiting family or exploring country where stationed or nearby countries. Emily lived in a hut, 
used a nearby hand-pump for water, had a pit toilet and a bucket shower. Eventually she purchased some solar panels to have electricity in her hut. Most of 
her home time was spent on front porch. If you spend too much time in hut, neighbors think you are sick. Much school education takes place outside for good 
fresh air. By being a Peace Corps volunteer you are doing two years of service for your country plus become eligible for graduate school fellowships. 
 

Emily has a degree in Agriculture and Public Health Education. She spent time in Shanghai teaching English as a second language. Emily has a background in 4H 
programming. Projects she did in Guinea included malaria netting, 4H-type programming for youth, installing bee hives for cashew plantations, and worked 
with a carpenter with a chainsaw. All projects use local labor. She learned about a Rotary Club in KanKan, Guinea that was involved in similar public service 
projects. 
 

Rotary International and United States Peace Corps formed a partnership in 2015 because both organizations have similar goals. Visit 
www.partneringforpeace.org. Peace Corps would like to get Rotarian doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers, etc. networking and collaborating with the Peace 
Corps. The bee hives they installed only cost $350. and used all local labor. Possibly Rotary could get young student volunteers to support Peace Corps projects 
overseas. University of Michigan – Ann Arbor has a Peace Corps Program. Around $1,000,000. has been raised for collaborative projects between Rotary and 
Peace Corps. Roughly 4,000 Peace Corps volunteers return to the US annually, many are available to speak to young people about the Peace Corps. President 
Jimmy Carter’s mother served in the Peace Corps. 
 

Angie Linder, Martha Hnatiuk, Dan Houston, Margaret Blohm and David Anderson all had questions or comments. Awesome presentation and I learned a lot 
about the Peace Corps. Have a friend who served in Cameroon in the Peace Corps. Education is the best way to recruit future Peace Corps volunteers. Possibly 
our high school Interact Clubs would be interested in hearing about the Peace Corps and project they work on, like bee hives. Zoom, brought into wide use 
because of the Pandemic, has expanded our outreach to organizations. Have a friend whose daughter served in Peace Corps in Mali. Peace Corps could partner 
with Rotary regarding vaccinations. Sending money between Rotary Clubs in United States and abroad can be beneficial because of government corruption in 
some countries. Visit www.partneringforpeace.org to learn about a Rotary and Peace Corps joint project in Macedonian City of Stip. 
 

Angie Linder thanked Emily Nguyen for her informative presentation. President Shannon returned and did a Foundation update of “Every Rotarian, Every 
Year”. RSVP with Jim Ives prior to Thanksgiving, regarding Dearborn Rotary Holiday Luncheon at Park Place on December 2, 2021. Lunch starts at 11:30 AM, 
Kevin Dewey and HFC Choir are performing, brings guests, prepay on our website. One day more to support DPS Battle for Hunger. Update will be coming 
regarding Coats for Kids project and the distribution date. Long Elementary Schools is also doing a Toys for Tots project. Dearborn Rotary Scholarships Celebra-
tion is May 10, 2022 at HFC Welcome Center Community Room with a Park Place catered dinner. Support Dearborn Rotary Coffee Fundraiser – visit webpage 
to order. Keep our Rotarians and family members with health issues in your prayers. 
 

Dearborn Rotary meeting closed with members reciting the Four-Way Test in unison. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Anderson with an assist by Angie Linder 

http://www.partneringforpeace.org/
http://www.partneringforpeace.org/
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Major Fundraiser 

Order your coffee gifts today! 
We are proud to partner with I Say With Café for this fundraiser to support our scholar-

ship program.   
We will be accepting orders until November 29th. 

 

Orders will be available for local pickup on December 6th. 
https://bit.ly/rotarycoffee 

 

In lieu of our Santa Snaps fundraiser, we are partnering with a local, women-owned business to help 
raise funds for the club.  Ida Gonzalez imports and roasts her own beans from the Caribbean and South 
America.  The coffee has received rave reviews in the community, so we thought this would be a great 
way to raise funds!  You will taste the love and care she puts into her coffee with each sip.  These items 
will make great gifts for anyone in your life who loves coffee.   

https://bit.ly/rotarycoffee
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Rotary D-6400 District Conference, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island 

 

Fellow Rotarians, Families and Guests, 
  

You are personally invited to attend the Rotary District 6400  celebration on beautiful Mackinac Island on May 12-15, 2022.  During 
our stay at the fabulous Grand Hotel, we will be sharing stories about how we shared our Rotary stories and increased membership 
“served others” and “changed lives” during the 2021-2022 Rotary year. 
  

District Conferences are filled with warm Rotary fellowship, information sharing to help us build even stronger relationships with 
our community partners, inspirational moments and fun! 
  

Our Rotary District conference cannot be successful without you, your family and friends.  Our District conference provides a special 
opportunity for all of us to reflect on the past Rotary year and to take the time to share our wonderful successes with one another. 
  

The work that we do changes lives daily. Think about the child who can now read because of a Rotarian who was their tutor. 
 Remember the many children who were warm last winter because they had a new coat and gloves provided by their local Rotary 
club. 
  

What about the people who had food donated to help them through a difficult time in their lives? This is a time to hear our incredi-
ble stories and celebrate our generous service to others. It is at District conference where club members can become even more 
aware of the many ways in which Rotary is making the world a better place. 

District 6400 is pleased to offer a fall promotion starting on October 1, 2021.  The first 30 new registrants for District Conference 
which will be held on May 12-15, 2022 will receive 2 special items. The first is a custom made sampler box from the Grand Hotel.  
The box includes 6 Michigan mint chocolates made by the Hanover Chocolates Company.   The second item is a bag of classic but-
ter popcorn from the Detroit Popcorn Company who has been in business since 1923.   There will be a limit of one promotion per 
family for this offer.  The offer will begin on October 1, 2021 and end when we receive the 30th

 new registration.  

District Governor Aruna is planning a spectacular District conference and we hope you will join us on Mackinac Island next May. 

You can register by emailing Elaine Snaden at elainesnaden@gmail.com or complete an online registration at THIS LINK (you’ll 
need to login to DACdb to register; if you don’t know your DACdb login, you can CLICK HERE to have the registration link emailed 

to you). 
  

Please join us as we celebrate the 2021-2022 Rotary Year! 
 

 

mailto:elainesnaden@gmail.com
https://dacdb.com/SecLogin3.cfm?EventID=77520942
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/ezLink.cfm?EventID=77520942
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Rotary International Convention, Houston Texas! 

  On behalf of the Host Organization Committee, we cannot wait to welcome Rotarians and guests to 
Houston and the great State of Texas for the 2022 Rotary International Convention.  The saying goes that 
everything is “Bigger”, “Better” and “Friendlier” in Texas, and the goal of the Houston Host Organization 
Committee is to have each of you feel that every moment as our guest while in Houston! From the hum-
ble beginnings of this great city, Houston has been led by “People of Action” who have taken this City to 
great heights including, to the moon and back.  

 The City has plenty of activities to keep you entertained.  Visit Space Center Houston, the home of John-
son Space Center and the Astronauts.  Enjoy a night at the theater.  Houston features a world class sym-
phony, opera, ballet and permanent theater company.  World class museums are within a short ride from 
the convention center.  Of course, you can watch the 2017 World Series Champion Houston Astros at Mi-
nute Maid Park which is walking distance from the Houston Convention Center. 

 Houston is one of the most diverse cities in the world with a vast range of cultures.  Houston’s diversity 
has resulted in some of the world’s best cuisine.  Houston’s vast array of restaurants include Creole, Chi-
nese, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, African, Caribbean, Argentinian and of course our very own Tex-Mex and 
world famous BBQ, to name a few. 

 Stay tuned to this website for some exciting things to look forward to during your trip to Houston! 

 We look forward to welcoming each of you personally to Houston in June of 2022!! 

  

PDG Rhonda Kennedy 

Chair Host Organization Committee 2022 

To register, click here. 

https://www.houstonri2022.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-2022-international-convention-be-held-in-houston

