
Dearborn Rotary X-Ray  

Future Meeting Dates 

• October 27, 2022 No Meeting 

• November 3, 2022 Using Google 
Docs. – President Shannon 

• November 10, 2022 No Meeting 

• November 17, 2022 Charity Work 
Being Done in Dearborn—
President Shannon 

• November 24, 2022 No Meeting 
Thanksgiving. 

• December 1, 2022 Member Voca-
tional Talks 

• December 8, 2022 

• December 15, 2022 Holiday Con-
cert by HFC Choir 

• December 22, 2022 No Meeting 

• December 29,2022 No Meeting 

Pictures From Today 

 

10-27-22 

 

Our newest member Wael Nawar 



Meeting Notes 
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Club Co-President Colleen Nieman led today’s meeting, which was in-person at Dearborn Area Chamber Of Com-
merce offices. We had one guest today, Kim Seets from LaFontaine Automotive Group – St. Clair, a guest of Emily 
Chambers. 
C-P Colleen did the invocation, which mentioned uniqueness, common bonds, and mobilizing for Rotary and com-
munity goals. 
 

Keep March 18, 2023 on your calendar for Dearborn Rotary’s 100th Anniversary Celebration at Ford Performing Arts 
Center. Volunteers are needed, particularly to visit other Rotary Clubs and spread the word about our Anniversary 
event. Margaret Blohm passed a sign-up sheet for volunteers. Emily and Margaret recently visited Detroit Rotary 
Club to promote our Celebration. Anniversary Committee has obtained some sponsors and is working on finding 
more. Event was published in a recent Western Wayne County NAACP 75th Anniversary Party program book. 
 

Emily Chambers reports LaFontaine Automotive Group is having a Halloween Family Fun Fest next Thursday, 10-27-

2022, from 5 PM to 7 PM. Bring your children and grandchildren. There will be a DJ, face painting, trick or treat, etc. 
at their Dearborn Toyota store. All are welcome. 
 

Darlene Schoolmaster, Jim Thorpe, Wael Nawar, and Margaret Blohm all had “Happy Buck” announcements. Happy 
we have a new member. Leaving for Florida soon, and will be attending a Club down there, but will follow us via 
Zoom. Son did fantastic on an AP exam. Happy to be here and I am undergoing a medical procedure, soon. 
 

Wael Nawar was inducted into Dearborn Rotary Club by C-P Colleen, who said it’s a “joy to install a new member”. 
Wally has been in this country since 2011 and is passionate about education. He was an attorney in his home coun-
try and is now a teacher, here. C-P Colleen mentioned being an ambassador for Rotary, opportunity for service, 
high ethical standards, international understanding, and the Four-Way test. Margaret Blohm pinned Wally and 
gave him his membership packet plus mentioned the Red Badge program. She said Wally heard about Dearborn 
Rotary and searched us out.  
 

Today’s program was upcoming November election process plus a non-political orientation of Proposal I and was 
presented by City of Dearborn Clerk and Dearborn Rotarian George Darany. George is a graduate of EFHS, a Certi-
fied Municipal Clerk, past Dearborn City Council member, term-limited State Representative, and active with Dear-
born Goodfellows and Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce. 
  George said each year the election process seems to get more complicated. His job is to make sure everyone 
eligible gets a ballot and to count ballots. Every vote will be counted. City of Dearborn has mailed out 14,000 appli-
cations for absentee ballots. There are 75,000 registered voters in Dearborn. 10,000 ballots for November election 
have been sent out and 3,500 have already been returned. Eventually expect sent-out absentee ballot total will be 
12,000 and 10,000 absentee ballots returned. Expect 20,000 Dearborn residents to vote at the polls. Voter total for 
gubernatorial election four years ago was 36,000. Dearborn is expecting 30,000 total voters this year. August pri-
mary voter total this year was 30% less than four years ago. City of Dearborn has 75,000 registered voters, but they 
do not all vote. League of Women Voters get our high school students registered to vote when they are legally 
eligible. Probably have one of the highest percentages of registered voters in Metro Detroit. Only one-third of our 
registered voters voted in our 2021 election for a new mayor, couple open city council seats, plus city clerk. Most 
likely voters in Dearborn are age 60 and over. Least likely voters are under 30 years. Female vs. male voters is 52% 
to 48% and was an answer to a Margaret Blohm question. 
  All absentee ballots received are date stamped immediately. Ballots are checked for signature verification and 
Qualified Voter File with State of Michigan. Signatures can change over the years and some of our files are 30 to 40 
years old. Clerk’s office staff will call a voter regarding a signature and even go to voter to verify signature. Up to 
10% of signatures on absentee ballots are questioned. Currently receiving 200 to 300 absentee ballots per day and 
will be receiving 700 to 800 per day closer to election. All communities have to follow State of Michigan laws re-
garding elections. Dearborn goes beyond minimal requirements with visiting resident homes for signatures. City of 
Dearborn will be open for voting on the Saturday before the election from 7 AM to 3 PM. State law requires munic-
ipalities to be open for voting for 8 hours on weekend before an election. It is difficult to get poll workers. We now 
pay them $200. per day. 
  Proposal I changes restrictions for term limits. Current rules are six years in the House and eight years in Senate; 
fourteen possible years total and your gone. New proposal is a 12 year limit for both House and Senate. State Reps 
and Senators have same pay. Proposed term limits do not apply to executive branch. George said when he became 
a representative in 2010, 62 of the 110 State representatives were brand new. It takes a couple years to figure out 
your job in Lansing. Currently the only institutional knowledge in Lansing is lobbyists. Many lobbyists are past legis-
lators and they are paid very well. Some people do not like extending term limits. 
  Second part of proposal is a financial FOIA for Michigan legislative and executive branches. You will have to dis-
close if you intend to be a lobbyist after you leave government. Negative might be people will twist financial infor-
mation for election purposes. Visit the  
  Lee Hollmann thanked Dearborn City Clerk George Darany for his presentation and said it was very helpful. If you 
are a Dearborn Rotary Committee Chairperson looking for committee volunteers, Lee suggested you try Club mem-
bers that have a difficult time attending noon meetings, but have time to volunteer for projects at different hours. 
 

Respectfully submitted,   David Anderson 



Your Giving Counts! 
The Rotary Foundation is one of the 

world’s best foundations, rating 4 

Star by Charity Navigator.  Your 

contributions every year make a 

significant difference in the world. 

 

Our Rotary Foundation 

Rotarians have an obligation to support one 
of the finest charitable organizations in the 
world; The Rotary Foundation. This founda-
tion makes it possible for our club to partici-
pate in receiving matching grant funds  for 
our next year’s Rotary projects.  This is made 
possible because of your contributions to The 
Rotary Foundation (Every Rotarian Every Year 
Giving).   All contributions received before 
June 2023 will be credited to this year’s giv-
ing. Our goal for the 2022-23 Rotary year is 
$4,000. Those contributing or pledging at 
least $100 this year are:    

CDG Jim Ives, Al Martin, PP Eric Rader, PP Ray 
Trudeau 

 

 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary 
Foundation, please fill out this form and send 
to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary 
International, we no longer know who has 
contributed to the Foundation. With that said, 
If you have submitted money to The Rotary 
Foundation in excess of $100 and would like 
to be recognized here, please let Jim Ives 
know of your contribution. 
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November 17th Service Project 

On November 17th, Chris Burkhalter from Blessings in a Backpack, will be 
speaking.  As part of this program, we would like our Rotarians to partici-
pate in another service project and bring some food items to assist Bless-
ings in a Backpack.  Here are the items they collect and distribute to Dear-
born families in need: 
 

boxed mac & cheese 

chewy granola bars 

single-serving instant oatmeal 
single-serving cereal (box or cup) 
fruit cups 

canned tuna 

jars of peanut butter 

canned tomato soup 

single-serving packages of crackers (goldfish, animal crackers, etc.) 
 

  
Co-President Shannon Peterson, 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469


Helping in Dearborn 

. 

 

4 

Polio Fundraiser 

"End Polio Now Cornhole Fundraiser 
- 

Thanks to those came out to 
support the effort to eradicate 
Polio from the face of the 
earth! 


