
Jim Ives, Editor 

June 24, 2021 

 Today’s Meeting 

 

Future Meetings 

6-28-21 

District Governor Golf Outing 

Grosse Ile Country Club 

6-30-21 

Dearborn Rotary Picnic 

Crowley Park 6PM 

7-1-21 

No meeting 

7-8-21 

Dearborn Library Foundation 

On Zoom 

7-17-21 

Adopt-A-Hwy  8-10AM 

Bryant Middle School 

The Dearborn Rotary X-Ray 

Future Meeting 

Duty Roster  
06-30-21 

  

Greeter 

? 

 

Invocation 

? 

 

50/50 

? 

 

X-Ray Meeting Notes 

David Anderson 

 

Our Zoomers Thursday. We had 20 members, and 3 guests. Please  
Use this link to the recording of the meeting presentation. 

Excellent program today with Justin and Alexis Black on re-defining  
normal.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kSEKoKmIsYQ5FOCJzekIxDZMJfey7cqM/view?usp=sharing


Announcements 

    Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable organizations 
in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes it possible for our club 
to participate in receiving matching grant funds  for our next year’s Rotary projects.  
This is made possible because of your contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every 
Rotarian Every Year Giving).   All contributions received before June 2021 will be 
credited to this year’s giving. Our goal for the 2020-21 Rotary year is $7,000, of 
which we have to date raised $7,075. Those contributing at least $100 this year are:    
 

David Anderson, PP Margaret Blohm, Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim 
Ives, Kathy Kalil,  Angie Linder, Al Martin, PP Roger Miller, PP Eric Rader 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this form and 
send to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer 
know who has contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have sub-
mitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be 
recognized here, please let Jim Ives know of your contribution. 

• Need X-Ray meeting minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
writing is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

• Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invocation givers. 
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Please let her know if 
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being 
passed at the meetings to 
be a greeter, invocation 
giver, or run the 50/50 
raffle for a particular date. 
Please volunteer. 

The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

 

Dearborn Rotary on the Move 

There has been a decision by the Dearborn Rotary Club Board of Directors as to how we will meet going forward. As it involves a hybrid 
version of what our traditional experience has been outside of COVID, it will require a little more focus by members to know where to be 
and when. All meetings and events are and will be posted in the Events Section of the Dearborn Rotary website. Please click on this link 
(www.dearbornrotary.org/events) and then bookmark it. You can check it 24 hours a day, and it will help ensure you will be where you 
need to be when you need to be there. We will continue to print it in the X-Ray, and in the X-Ray e-mail, but this will always be available for 
reference. 

 

Thanks! 

Jim Ives, Dearborn Rotary Webmaster 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
http://www.dearbornrotary.org/events
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Meeting Notes 

Club President Colleen Nieman led today’s meeting, which was on-line via Zoom. Socializing was ongoing at 11:30 AM with 13 in attendance. Conversations 
included: pets, happy to see Shiva and Jean, how our meeting operates, and auto accidents can change your life for ever. Formal meeting began at 11:36 AM 
with the ringing of the shepherd’s bell and there were 24 in attendance over the course of the meeting including our two guest speakers plus Rotarian 
Swaminathan Chelladurai, our regular guest from India. Kathy Kalil did the Invocation and it was a universal prayer in the Hindu tradition and mentioned light 
and immortality, freedom from ignorance, obtaining immortality, and peace-peace-peace. 
 

Our Club has reached its’ $7,000. annual fundraising goal for Rotary International Foundation and we now qualify for matching Rotary grants President Colleen 
announced. 
 

Dearborn Rotary is having an evening picnic on Wednesday, June 30, 2021, at 6:00 PM at Crowley Park, 2600 Westwood St., Dearborn, at Picnic Area #1, which 
is between Shelter #1 and the restrooms, and is at end of Dunning Street. Good parking is at end of Oxford Street. Bring your own food and beverage. Wear a 
mask and social distance if you wish. Angie Linder will be providing background music. Picnic replaces Thursday, July 1, 2021 luncheon meeting. Bob Gleichauf 
mentioned Crowley Park has a beautiful splash pad if you want to cool off. 
 

Club members recently received a PDF golf outing flyer for the Archer Scholarship Golf Outing on Monday, August 2, 2021. Share this flyer with the golfers in 
your life Jim Ives encouraged. Our goal is 72 golfers. 
 

Janice Gilliland is looking for invocation givers for upcoming meetings in July and beyond. Please volunteer. 
 

A group photograph of the Club meeting participants was done by Angie Linder today and she asked all to “lean forward and give a good smile”. 
 

Today’s guest speakers were Alexis Lenderman-Black and Justin Black, authors of the new book, “Redefining Normal: How two foster kids beat the odds and 
discovered healing, happiness and love”. Val Murphy-Goodrich introduced Alexis and Justin and described them as two recent Western Michigan graduates, 
whom have published a book and are working on how to build prosperous communities through entrepreneurship. Alexis and Justin had a PowerPoint presen-
tation and each has started companies and both have been through the Michigan foster care system. Both have been shaped by family and society as foster 
children and particularly Justin as a black male. He entered foster care system at age nine. Both came from homes where physical abuse occurred and mental 
health, drugs and economic issues were some of the reasons for their removal. 
 

Justin said his foster family and society believed in him and mentors planted the seed in him to write a book. Alexis and Justin met in college and being a 
mixed couple has challenges. Book is one-half memoir and other half how-to on successfully raising foster children. They have sold 600 copies and book has 
received awards. Numerous women have reached out to Alexis, whom have come from similar abused backgrounds. Book has put them in a place to help and 
is directed towards potential foster parents, school staff, religious institutions, social workers, etc. Book redefines normal and gets into healthy and unhealthy 
relationships, definition of family, self-love, and entrepreneurship. Justin has been speaking to groups about the book and educating the public about how to 
be effective in involvement with foster care children. Alexis has a business helping college students find ways to afford college. They have a website (re-

definingnormal.com) to learn more about their book. 
 

Travis Furlow, Shiva Gumate, Jim Ives, Bob Gleichauf, Martha Hnatiuk, Val Murphy-Goodrich, and Cindy Cannon all had questions or comments. Thank you for 
doing this and I am inspired by what you are doing. There are 439,000 children in foster care and they need homes. How did you decide the path of your book 
because it is a broad topic? It started as a relationship book, but evolved because of our similar foster care background and we had a great editor with a lot of 
good suggestions on how to direct our book. Culture and relationships are the core of the book. Foster agencies need to do a better job of preparing foster 
parents. Foster children and all children need more than just parents, they need community support through extended family, sports, church, tutoring, school, 
social activities. Many mentors, besides foster family, have helped me. Justin and Alexis speak to foster parent organizations to educate them. We are exposed 
to foster families when our Club does Santa Snaps at Wayne County Light Fest. One young man told our Santa what he wanted for Christmas was for his Dad 
to be out of jail. It is honorable being a foster family and raising someone else’s child. Your book gives good perspective on raising children, biological children 
also require a community when being raised. Many children in the foster care system have trauma in their lives and foster care community needs to raise 
awareness of dealing with children whom have been traumatized. It is good to have a community around a child, if they see only a few people and they are all 
mean to them, child starts to believe them. Hopefully with a community someone is finding the good in the child and supporting them as a mentor. There is a 
one or two month “honeymoon” period in foster care, around six months to a year “real life” occurs. Food and shelter are not enough for children, they need 
consistency and family and a community. I plan on giving your book to my daughter, who is working with foster children to help educate her. 
 

President Colleen thanked Alexis Lenderman-Black and Justin Black for their presentation. She added thinks some Rotarians will probably be buying your book.  
 

PE Shannon Peterson mentioned she sent an e-mail to all members describing we will have two meetings per month for the 2021-2022 Rotary Year plus one 
fellowship or service project each month. Please volunteer for committees and help find or plan programs, service projects and social activities. 
 

Dearborn Rotary meeting closed with members reciting the Four-Way Test in unison at 12:36 PM plus President Colleen doing a little end of the year auld lang 
syne vocalizing and saying “see you at next Wednesday’s picnic”. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

David Anderson 
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Rotarian Travis Furlow Writes a New Book 

They All Went Outside", is a story for everyone 
(written & illustrated in children's book format) and 
is the follow up to his pandemic inspired, "They All 
Went Inside". This is a beautiful story about growth, 
love, and healing and copies are available for pur-
chase at www.paperclipthinking.com/buymybooks 

 

A portion of all of Travis' book sales are donated to 
The Amity Foundation of Dearborn and the Manistee 
County Child Advocacy Center. Both Michigan non-

profits support children and families in need. 
 

June/July Dearborn Rotary Service Project 

Following the Dearborn Rotary Board’s desire to perform a community service project each month, below is this month’s 
service project. 

http://www.paperclipthinking.com/buymybooks

