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Our Zoomers Thursday. We had 16 members, and 3 guests. Please  
Use this link to the recording of the meeting. 

Lisa Lark was our speaker today. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZKWe2zl_mxO4FjeVTklJwLNg6FrIWfs/view?usp=sharing


Announcements 

    Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable 
organizations in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes 
it possible for our club to participate in receiving matching grant funds  for 
our next year’s Rotary projects.  This is made possible because of your 
contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every Rotarian Every Year Giv-
ing).   All contributions received before June 2021 will be credited to this 
year’s giving. Our goal for the 2020-21 Rotary year is $7,000, of which we 
have to date raised $6,240. Those contributing at least $100 this year are:    
 

PP Margaret Blohm, Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, 
Kathy Kalil,  Angie Linder, Al Martin, PP Roger Miller, PP Eric Rader 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this 
form and send to Jim Thorpe.  
Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer know who has 
contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have submitted 
money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be 
recognized here, please let Jim Ives know of your contribution. 

• Need X-Ray meeting minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
writing is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

• Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invocation givers. 
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Please let her know if 
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being 
passed at the meetings to 
be a greeter, invocation 
giver, or run the 50/50 
raffle for a particular date. 
Please volunteer. 

The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

 

Opportunities to Help 

India is struggling tremendously trying to treat COVID cases in hospital. Oxygen is badly needed and it is short sup-
ply. Donate towards the purchase of Oxygen Concentrators here: http://bit.ly/oxygenforindia-rotary 

Adopt, Honor, and Remember– Memorial Day Initiative with Dearborn Memorial Park. https://
www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/ Our speaker for the May 20th Meeting. 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
http://bit.ly/oxygenforindia-rotary
https://www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/
https://www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/
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Meeting Notes 

Club President Colleen Nieman led today’s meeting. David Anderson gave an update on former Rotarian  and PP Roberta Katona. Formal meeting began at 11:35 
AM. Attendance appears to have been 15 over the course of the meeting and included two guests, Swaminathan Chelladurai, our regular guest from India, plus 
today’s speaker. President Colleen did the Invocation and it was a prayer mentioning Memorial Day and those who gave their all, service above self, service to 
country, service above ourselves, and those who did not come home. 
 

Angie Linder reports Dearborn City Councilperson Leslie Herrick is trying to organize a Dix Avenue Clean-up and would like Dearborn Rotary to participate. Angie 
will talk to Leslie about dates and gauge our Club’s interest in the project. 
 

Lisa Lark, today’s speaker was introduced by President Colleen. She is a researcher and writer and former Edsel Ford High School English and history teacher. Lisa 
was the 2011 American Legion Michigan Teacher of the Year and she does projects for the Vietnam Memorial Fund. Today’s program was the Memorial Day 
Initiative with the City of Dearborn. 
 

Initiative is to Adopt, Honor and Remember in absence of the traditional Dearborn Memorial Day Parade. It is to the honor the 347 Dearborn soldiers, including 
one woman, who lost their lives serving this country. There is one WWI soldier and the remainder are from WWII, Korea and Vietnam wars and all are listed on 
War Memorial in front of the Henry Ford Centennial Library. 
 

Lisa began researching backgrounds of the Dearborn soldiers back in 2010 when she was a teacher at Edsel Ford. Every year Edsel Ford High School has a moving 
Memorial Day ceremony for the 23 Edsel Ford graduates who did not come home from Vietnam. One student asked Lisa about a particular soldier who did not 
come home and she had no information about soldier’s background. Lisa started to research the background of all the 69 Dearborn soldiers who did not come 
home from Vietnam and they were all honored in 2011. She expanded research, after that, to all the soldiers on the Dearborn Memorial in front of the library. 
This type of research has expanded nationwide for soldiers who did not come home. 
 

If you have a deceased direct family member who served in the military, you are entitled to receive their complete military record from the National Archives. 
This is a good way to learn more about passed family members who served in the military, Lisa shared. 
 

City and Dearborn Allied War Council are doing small socially distanced ceremonies to honor the soldiers listed on the Memorial at the library on Sunday and 
Monday, respectively, of Memorial Day Weekend. Adopt, Honor & Remember Initiative is to honor the 347 who did come home throughout the City. Research 
work on whom these soldiers were as individuals is available for banners, posters, lawn signs, digital billboards, etc. for display throughout the City on Memorial 
Day. 
 

Lisa gave examples of the backgrounds, including photographs, of the one WWI soldiers plus Dearborn soldiers from other wars, who did not come home. They 
served in all branches of the service, including Coast Guard and Merchant Marine, plus one served in the Polish Navy. We heard about George Levagood, former 
MSU pitcher and first Dearborn WWII casualty, whom park is named after. On their webpage, DearbornMemorialProject.com, they have information about each 
soldier. There are photographs, yearbook clippings, obituaries, etc. Lisa said she could write a book on several of the soldiers, based on information available, 
others they only have the obituary. 
 

You can select to honor a soldier you knew of or a soldier can be randomly selected for you. Selection can also be based on information about the soldier – 
school or church they attended, branch of service, neighborhood where they lived, sports they played, etc. Goal is to make connections with people to keep 
stories of the soldiers known and shared. An Edsel Ford graduate has created graphics to honor the soldiers and they can be used on yard signs, banners, post-
ers, your social network, etc. They have a print shop whom can print the material for you or the graphics can be shared to take to your own printer or use on a 
digital sign or social media. Soldier grave locations are available if you wish to decorate or fix-up the gravesite. Some of the soldiers have been gone almost 80 
years and family might not be around anymore to take care of the graves. Hoping you can create meaningful remembrances for these soldiers. 
 

Need to hear from by next Tuesday, if you would like for us to print-up a sign for you to honor a soldier. FastSigns on Warren Rd. in Dearborn Heights is printing 
the signs for us. A local Cub Scout group is making their own banners and others are designing their own signs to honor the soldiers. Goal is to make the soldiers 
more than just a name on a City Memorial. Please research the soldier’s histories at DearbornMemorialProject.com. 
 

Memorial Day services have been expanded to all Dearborn high schools and the ceremonies are emotional. Looking to have the Interact Clubs participate in this 
project. Dearborn Board of Realtors is participating in the project. Last year we did a slow-roll drive-by parade throughout Dearborn in honor of Memorial Day. 
There are digital files on each soldier and they are printer ready. Vehicle graphic magnets can easily be created. One family in Ford homes neighborhood live in 
house of one of the soldiers who did not come home. They are displaying a sign to honor him. President Colleen said Shannon Peterson brought this project to 
Club Board to support as a way to honor our soldiers without a Memorial Day Parade. You can e-mail Lisa at DearbornMemorialProject@gmail.com. Lisa’s con-
tact information is also in invitation to this meeting plus in recorded meeting. Please call, text, or e-mail Lisa by next Tuesday if you would like to order a sign 
from them. 
 

Lisa Lark said it was an honor and privilege to speak to some of the families of the soldiers who did not come home. One mother said she was happy to talk 
about her son because she thought nobody remembered him, except his family. Students sometimes told Lisa, when she was teaching, that a particular soldier 
was one of their relatives.  
Bob Gleichauf reported Dearborn Rotary Foundation approved $1,500. for Rotary District 6400 initiative to send oxygen generators to India. President Colleen 
announced next week’s program is about Kathy Kalil’s “My Potential” High School Mentoring Program. Participants from the program will be speaking.  
 

Respectfully submitted,      David Anderson 

mailto:DearbornMemorialProject@gmail.com
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The Rotary Foundation 

Dearborn Rotary is at half of their Annual Giving goal for The Rotary Foundation. We 
have 2 months left to make our goal, so if you have been waiting to contribute, now 
would be a good time to do that. If you have questions about how to give, please contact 
Jim Thorpe and he can walk you through the process. 

mailto:james.w.thorpe@ampf.com?subject=Foundation%20Giving
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District Governor Golf Outing 

40th Annual 
District Governor's Golf Outing 

Monday, June 28, 2021 

Grosse Ile Golf & Country Club 

9339 Bellevue Rd, Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

Registration 10:30  Tee Off Noon 

Times they are a changing. This year’s District Governor Golf Outing will be in June instead of the 
fall. Mark your calendars for June 28th to play at the Donald Ross designed golf course of Grosse 
Isle Golf and Country Club. Lets get 2 or 3 foursomes to support this great cause of funding service 
to humanity (for the Rotary year 2021-22). $180 will buy you a whole day of entertainment.  And if 
you don’t golf, you can always come for dinner to be with fellow Rotarians. Dinner only is $50. 
 

More information to follow, but save the date, and develop your foursomes! 


