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 Our Zoomers Thursday. We had 20 members, and 1 guest. Please  
Use this link to the recording of the meeting. 

Tim Kiska,  Producer of the Detroit History Podcast, “When Television 
Was Local “ was our speaker today. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dwjMa7YttkoZHVChWmZrsIhcD0ml3xRU/view?usp=sharing


Announcements 

    Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable 
organizations in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes 
it possible for our club to participate in receiving matching grant funds  for 
our next year’s Rotary projects.  This is made possible because of your 
contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every Rotarian Every Year Giv-
ing).   All contributions received before June 2021 will be credited to this 
year’s giving. Our goal for the 2020-21 Rotary year is $7,000, of which we 
have to date raised $6,240. Those contributing at least $100 this year are:    
 

PP Margaret Blohm, Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, 
Kathy Kalil,  Angie Linder, Al Martin, PP Roger Miller, PP Eric Rader 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this 
form and send to Jim Thorpe.  
Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer know who has 
contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have submitted 
money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be 
recognized here, please let Jim Ives know of your contribution. 

• Need X-Ray meeting minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
writing is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

• Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invocation givers. 
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Please let her know if 
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being 
passed at the meetings to 
be a greeter, invocation 
giver, or run the 50/50 
raffle for a particular date. 
Please volunteer. 

The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

 

Opportunities to Help 

India is struggling tremendously trying to treat COVID cases in hospital. Oxygen is badly needed and it is short 

supply. Donate towards the purchase of Oxygen Concentrators here: http://bit.ly/oxygenforindia-rotary 

Adopt, Honor, and Remember– Memorial Day Initiative with Dearborn Memorial Park. https://

www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/ Our speaker for the May 20th Meeting. 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
http://bit.ly/oxygenforindia-rotary
https://www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/
https://www.dearbornmemorialproject.com/
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Meeting Notes 

Club President Colleen Nieman led today’s meeting, which was on-line via Zoom. Socializing was ongoing at 11:30 AM with 13 participants. Conversa-
tion included: Selling my house and presently living in a rented condo while I look for a permanent condominium. I would like to move into a condo-
minium, too. Attending this Zoom meeting via my I-Pad. Next year’s Rotary District 6400 conference is at Grand Hotel and you can apply this year’s 
canceled conference registration fee to next year’s conference. I can taker my boat to Mackinac Island. Formal meeting began at 11:35 AM with the 
ringing of the shepherd’s bell by President Colleen. Attendance was 21 over the course of the meeting. Bob Gleichauf did the Invocation and men-
tioned it is National Day of Prayer, oxygen concentrators for India, a prayer for nation, world and Rotary, and closed with a formal prayer giving thanks 
for all the blessings. 
 

Dearborn Rotary Club Board is recommending to the Foundation to donate $1,000. for Rotary District 6400’s oxygen concentrator initiative for India, 
President Colleen reported. One oxygen concentrator can be purchased with $1,000. Angie Linder shared the District’s link for this project on the Club’s 
FaceBook page and $250. has been raised from non-Dearborn Rotarians for the India project. Visit the link to donate for this cause. 
 

Angie Linder took a group photograph and asked everyone to give a big beautiful Rotary smile. See the link for the Dearborn Memorial Project. There is 
a drive to honor the 347 fallen military heroes from Dearborn with yard signs and banners this Memorial Day, President Colleen reported. Lisa Lark 
from the Dearborn Memorial Project is our May 20, 2021 speaker. Recent food drive Laila Dakroub organized for Zaman International through Dear-
born Rotary collected 1,000 pounds of food. We are just $760. from our goal of “Every Rotarian, Every Year” per Jim Thorpe and Jim Ives, President 
Colleen reported. Reaching goal makes us eligible for Rotary International Foundation and District grants for projects such as solar panels for Children 
of the Dump school in Nicaragua. Donated Dearborn Rotary masks via Cindy Cannon from her cousin’s Rotary Club in Ecuador are available through 
President Colleen and a donation to the Chinandega, Nicaragua project would be appreciated for each mask. Jim Ives reported there were only two 
cases of polio in the world through April compared to 39 at this point last year. Rotary continues its efforts eliminate polio. Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation has $2 for each $1 matching funds to eliminate polio. Margaret Blohm reports our advertisement honoring our scholarship recipients is in this 
Sunday’s Press & Guide plus News Herald. There is also a press release. We are getting 25 copies of the paper to distribute to our honorees. 
 

Today’s guest speaker, Tim Kiska, Assoc. Professor at UM-D, author, former newspaper reporter, and Detroit History Podcaster was introduced by Val 
Murphy-Goodrich and he spoke on “When Television was Local”. Tim was a TV writer for the Detroit News beginning in 1990 and noticed TV across the 
country was similar and by 2021 all TV looked the same. Back in the 1950s, 60s and 70s, each city had their own brand of TV. Many cities had horror 
movie hosts, we had Sir Graves Ghastly and LA had Elvira (President Colleen had Dick Nitelinger's The Hosts of Horror in Green Bay). Tim created a 
documentary about local TV. In Detroit we had Soupy Sales, Bill Bonds, Rita Bell, Bill Kennedy, Count Scary, The Ghoul and many were TV movie hosts. 
With Netflix today, we can get any movie we want any time. Local TV saved very little of its history because video tape of the shows were recorded 
over and disposed of after eight recordings. Sometimes local TV history is found in basements of retired former TV employees. 
 

Local TV began in 1947 and from that time through the 70s there were just a half a dozen local Detroit TV stations. Local TV had a captive audience and 
it was a big business that made a lot of money. There were live commercials. It was an experiment and local stations were creative because of the 
profitability. They could do about anything they wanted, but could not use bad language and had to keep their clothes on. They had room for travel 
shows like George Perrot. Syndicated TV shows like Oprah and Phil Donahue changed local TV forever. 
 

Tim showed video clips of Rita Bell, Sir Graves Ghastly, and Dr. Morgus. He talked about Bill Bonds, Mary Morgan, and Soupy Sales. Rita Bell was a PR 
person and a singer for corporate events and became a charming TV movie host (Rita Bell’s Prize Movie). Mary Morgan was a Channel 9 movie host 
and described herself as the most elegant women in Windsor and Detroit. Local Channel 7 executive had an eye for talent and discovered Bill Bonds, 
Soupy Sales, sportscaster Dave Diles, and Rita Bell. 
 

Tim Kiska started at the Detroit Free Press as a copy boy in 1970. For 60 to 70 years we had the same technology for receiving the news, there were the 
local papers and newscasts plus three national newscasts. Now news is available anytime from everywhere. President Colleen and Margaret Blohm 
both commented on our changing news sources. They talked about the sensationalism, social media, how to judge the news, and how local community 
newspapers are hurting. Tim Kiska wished he knew how to correct the business model for local newspapers because they are important. Back when he 
was a reporter the local papers covered all levels of local government and now they no longer have the staff to do that. He lives today on the east side 
and there is limited coverage of his community. Tim said local government can mess up your life more than the federal government and news coverage 
is important. 
 

Guest speaker Tim Kiska was thanked by President Colleen for his presentation. She encouraged us to look at the links to fund oxygen concentrators for 
the India plus support the Dearborn Memorial Project. Dearborn Rotary meeting closed with members reciting the Four-Way Test, which applies to 
reporting President Colleen commented, in unison. 
 

Respectfully submitted,       David Anderson 
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The Rotary Foundation 

Dearborn Rotary is at half of their Annual Giving goal for The Rotary Foundation. We 
have 2 months left to make our goal, so if you have been waiting to contribute, now 
would be a good time to do that. If you have questions about how to give, please contact 
Jim Thorpe and he can walk you through the process. 

mailto:james.w.thorpe@ampf.com?subject=Foundation%20Giving
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District Governor Golf Outing 

40th Annual 
District Governor's Golf Outing 

Monday, June 28, 2021 

Grosse Ile Golf & Country Club 

9339 Bellevue Rd, Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

Registration 10:30  Tee Off Noon 

Times they are a changing. This year’s District Governor Golf Outing will be in June instead of the 
fall. Mark your calendars for June 28th to play at the Donald Ross designed golf course of Grosse 
Isle Golf and Country Club. Lets get 2 or 3 foursomes to support this great cause of funding service 
to humanity (for the Rotary year 2021-22). $180 will buy you a whole day of entertainment.  And if 
you don’t golf, you can always come for dinner to be with fellow Rotarians. Dinner only is $50. 
 

More information to follow, but save the date, and develop your foursomes! 


