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X-Ray Meeting Notes 

David Anderson 

 

Gennifer Williams spoke to us today on  
Owl Play-Along Mobile Soft Play Parties 

Jean Overman received her Blue Badge to-
day, as well as provided us with today’s 

speaker. Busy woman! 



Announcements 

    Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable organizations 
in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes it possible for our club 
to participate in receiving matching grant funds  for our next year’s Rotary projects.  
This is made possible because of your contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every 
Rotarian Every Year Giving).   All contributions received before June 2022 will be 
credited to this year’s giving. Our goal for the 2021-22 Rotary year is $7,600. Those 
contributing or pledging at least $100 this year are:    
 

PP Margaret Blohm, Cindy Cameron, Janice Gilliland, Martha Hnatiuk, PP Lee 
Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, Aldo Martin, PP Eric Rader, PP Jim Thorpe, PP Ray Tru-
deau 

 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this form and 
send to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer 
know who has contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have sub-
mitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be 

• Need X-Ray meeting minute writers. Promise maximum writing is only once every six weeks. Can volunteer for 
even once a quarter or year. Please contact David Anderson. 
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The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

Ukrainian Relief Effort              From John Germ, Chairman of The Rotary Foundation 

As one of the world’s largest humanitarian organizations, Rotary has made peace the cornerstone of our global mission. We are deeply concerned 
about the Ukraine crisis and need your help. 
 

Rotary is made up of people of action, especially in difficult times. In response to the deepening refugee crisis, The Rotary Foundation Trustees 
have decided to prioritize contributions made to the Disaster Response Fund until 30 April 2022 to support disaster response grants for districts 
affected by these events. These expedited disaster response grants can be used to supply water, food, medicine, shelter, and clothing. 
 

Half a million people have fled Ukraine and are in dire need of emergency aid. The United Nations estimates that number of refugees could grow to 
as many as 5 million people displaced. Rotary clubs in Europe and around the world have stepped up their relief work, some working on the 
ground to help displaced families. 
 

With your donation to our  Disaster Response Fund, we can support communities and help rebuild lives during this tragic time. 
 

https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund 

 

Sincerely, 
 

John Germ 

Trustee Chair, 2021-22 

The Rotary Foundation  

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/13VPdS9HUNodYO0BcKSTFC5zffzu
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/13VPdTxlQ2t5tlOegnzWtmu8uXIN
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/13VPdUUZLhxWXTBRk0gZh6SHKFS6
https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund
https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund
https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund
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Meeting Notes 

Club President Shannon Peterson led today’s meeting, which was in-person at Dearborn Area Chamber Of Commerce offices. Meeting was called to order at 
12:04 PM. Bob Gleichauf did the invocation, which was a prayer mentioning blessings, spring and warm weather, service, and food. Roll-up sandwiches were 
shared with our attendees and provided by Bob Gleichauf. Dan Hogan was at today’s meeting. 

 

Martha Hnatiuk announced Dearborn Rotarian May birthdays and they include Darlene Schoolmaster, Eric Woody, plus Val Murphy-Goodrich. Someone pointed-

out Martha’s error of omission, today is Martha’s birthday. 

 

President Shannon, Jean Overman, Jim Ives, Janice Gilliland, Bob Gleichauf, Margaret Blohm, and Lee Hollmann all had Happy Buck announcements and $8.00 
was collected. Happy for upcoming Dearborn Rotary Scholarships Celebration, reading scholarship applications, will soon put boat into water and already have 
done so, entertainment is lined-up for Dearborn Rotary 100th Anniversary Celebration on March 18, 2023 at Ford Community Performing Arts Center, and first 
grandchild is graduating from MSU. 

 

Dearborn Rotary Telegraph Clean-Up, our long-time service project, needs more support. Only two people showed-up for last clean-up and we need a new chair-
person. Appreciate work Angie Linder has done chairing the project. 

 

Dearborn Rotary Scholarships Celebration is this Tuesday and begins at 5 PM with dinner at 6 PM. Sign-up to attend via link in X-Ray or contact David Anderson. 
Looking for volunteers to help with the event. It is a privilege to listen to accomplishments of our scholarship honorees. 

 

Pastor Jean Overman was awarded her Dearborn Rotary Blue Badge after completing new member requirements, which include attending meetings regularly, 
participating in Club service projects, doing a classification talk, bringing a prospective new member to Dearborn Rotary, etc. 

 

Emily Chambers from LaFontaine Automotive Group was inducted into Dearborn Rotary as our newest Club member by President Shannon. She was given a Red 
Badge and welcomed into the Club. Service Above Self and the Four-Way Test were both mentioned and opportunity to attend Rotary meetings around the 
world. Emily is a Detroiter and the Special Olympics is her passion. Margaret Blohm proposed Emily for membership and she has already helped Margaret with a 
Club project. 

 

Today’s speaker was Gennifer Williams and she talked about her experience of being a new entrepreneur and her Owl Play-Along Mobile Soft Play Parties. She 
had the Club participate in a group exercise involving sharing one-word answers to three questions – expectation from today’s presentation, what are you grate-
ful for today, and your state of mind. 

 

Heard about her children, personal history, soft play encouraging motor and sensory skills in young children, early childhood development is touch and feel, soft 
play provides hours of entertainment, and how her business came about and mistakes made. Her business began with a grand idea and she proceeded to do 
necessary steps to starting a business in reverse order. Gennifer described her business plan as an upside down pyramid, which should have been right side up to 
have a functioning business. Concept of her business, inventory, LLC, website, business banking, cash flow, business insurance, social media, marketing material, 
staffing, motivation, scheduling, transportation, and rebuilding her business were all discussed. At end of day Gennifer wants to give children joy through her 
business. Mobile soft play parties take place at indoor and outdoor events, such as birthday parties and children’s entertainment areas at other events. Soft play 
business is a fairly new business and industry is growing rapidly. 

 

Bob Gleichauf mentioned his wife was involved with children’s entertainment for thirty years. She left the business when she could no longer connect with kids. 
Bob’s wife felt children have stopped learning on how to play. Margaret Blohm mentioned how Rotary is involved with Launch Detroit, which reaches out to new 
entrepreneurs and provides them an assist with business education on how to start of business. They have helped 89 entrepreneurs and some have had great 
success. Margaret, Bob Ziolkowski and Jim Ives are all involved with Launch Detroit. President Shannon, an educator, thinks Gennifer’s thoughts on early child-
hood development are right on. Shannon said Silicon Valley leaders send their young children to schools which do not use technology for education until high 
school. Gennifer should contact high school and college students for help with developing a webpage, President Shannon suggested. 

 

Gennifer Williams from Owl Play-Along Mobile Soft Play Parties was thanked by President Shannon for her presentation. Dearborn Rotary meeting closed with 
members reciting the Four-Way Test in unison. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

David Anderson 
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Dearborn Rotary Foundation Scholarships 

Scholarship Committee Status: 

 

The 4 High School Scholarship Committees have completed the arduous task of selecting the winners for the 2021/2022 sea-
son.  Thanks go to the following: 

 

Harry Sisson - 16 applications & 1 winner:  Eric Rader (Chair) and his committee members David Anderson,  Jim Thorpe, and 
Janice Gilliland. 

Hugh Archer – 22 applications & 2 winners:  Martha Hnatiuk (Chair) and her committee members Angie Linder and Al Martin. 

Past Presidents – 23 applications & 4 winners:  Martha Hnatiuk (subbing for Bob Gleichauf as Chair) and her committee mem-
bers Pastor Jean Overman and Travis Furlow. 

Otto Rowen – 31 applications & 14 winners: Angie Linder (Chair) and her committee members Shiva Gumate and Colleen Nie-
man.  The committee includes 4 members of the Michael Berry Career Center Staff. 

The second phase of the scholarship season is to celebrate the Winners!  Planning for this phase has begun.  The Celebration 
Event is scheduled for Tuesday, May 10 at the HFC Welcome Center with registration starting at 5 pm.  All Rotarians are invit-
ed to participate. To register for a meal, please click here.  
If willing to help during the event, here is an online volunteer signup sheet: https://bit.ly/DearbornScholarship  
 

Lee Hollmann, Scholarship Coordinator 

Special thanks to the scholarships committees for the exceptional time and 
effort to support these deserving students with substantial scholarships.  

Well done all! 

https://bit.ly/celebrate-dinner
https://bit.ly/DearbornScholarship

