
Dearborn Rotary X-Ray  

Future Meeting Dates 

• February 23, 2023 No meeting 

• March 2, 2023 Youth Month In 
person  Henry Ford Centennial 
Library 

• March 9, 2023 No Meeting 

• March 18, 2023  Dearborn Rotary 
100th Anniversary Celebration. 

• March 23, 2023 No Meeting 

• March 30, 2023 No Meeting 

• April 6, 2023 Tom Leeper,  365 
Days of Ramdom Acts of Kind-
ness.  Dearborn Chamber Offices 

• April 13, 2023 No Meeting 

• April 20, 2023 In Person Meeting 

• April 27, 2023 No Meeting 

• May 4, 2023 In Person Meeting 

Notes from February 2nd Meeting 

02-02 & 16-23  
 

Our two February noon meetings were Youth Month programming. Youth Month will conclude on 
March 2, 2023 with our guest high school students leading the meeting and presenting a program. Pair 
of students each from Fordson, Edsel Ford and Dearborn High School plus Henry Ford Early College are 
participating in Youth Month. We are meeting at the Henry Ford Centennial Library mezzanine confer-
ence room for our Youth Month noon programs. Lunch was available both meetings starting at 11:30 
AM. February 2 meeting had Park Place box lunches and February 16 meeting had Pizza Place pizza and 
Greek salad. All the food served was halal and there were non-meat options. Students introduced 
themselves and school they attend at each meeting. Each meeting had a regular Dearborn Rotary 
meeting format. 
 

Club Co-President Shannon Peterson led the February 2, 2023 meeting. Meeting program was about 
the Rotary Youth Exchange, which involves high school age students. It was an informative and inter-
esting program. An upcoming outbound exchange student spoke in person. A past inbound exchange 
student, who lived with a Dearborn Rotary family, spoke via Zoom and telephone. Past inbound stu-
dent was from Crimea, Ukraine and now attends college in the United States. Outbound student is 
heading for Brazil. We heard about learning or becoming more proficient in new languages, living with 
host families, view of the world being changed by living in a foreign country, and United States is differ-
ent than what is portrayed in Hollywood movies. Parents of our outbound student attended the 
meeting and shared thoughts. They have hosted multiple Rotary Youth Exchange students through the 
years. 
 

Exchange students are responsible for round-trip airfare to their destinations, insurance, and spending 
money plus cost of any additional travel or tours. Local host family said cost of Rotary Youth Exchange 
program is minimal compared to studying abroad while in college. Our outbound student is graduating 
a local high school this year and will be attending a year of high school in Brazil. They are looking at this 
year as a “gap year” and student will attend college in the U.S. when they return. 

Note from X-Ray Editor                       Jim Ives 

 

March 9th, President Elect David Anderson will be traveling to Kalamazoo Michigan to participate in 3 
days of discussion on how to run a Rotary club. This is in preparation for his year as Dearborn Rotary 
President in the 2023-24 Rotary Year which starts July 1st. With that said, his energies need to be fo-
cused on being a leader. David always does an exceptional job at recording in words the discussions 
that take place during our meetings. However, it is now a task someone else needs to assume if this is 
indeed what the club wants. The Board had decided a while ago that we would record the meetings 
and post them. And while we have had varying degrees of success with that, it is the only practical 
thing to do. 
 

So, if you feel this is a vital exercise (writing minutes), please let President-Elect Dave know of your 
interest in taking over that task. Otherwise, you can anxiously await for the release of the video post of 
the meeting.  



Your Giving Counts! 
The Rotary Foundation is one of the 

world’s best foundations, rating 4 

Star by Charity Navigator.  Your 

contributions every year make a 

significant difference in the world. 
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February 16th Meeting Notes 

   Club Co-President Colleen Nieman and Shannon Peterson both led the February 16, 2023 Dearborn Rotary 
meeting. After group read of the invocation, we had a moment of silence for the MSU tragedy. Co-President 
Shannon shared she knows people who know an MSU victim and how an event affects an entire community. 
Margaret Blohm gave an update on the Dearborn Rotary 100th Anniversary Celebration and listed some of the 
major sponsors. She is grateful for these sponsors and there is still time to sign up additional sponsors or pur-
chase ticket to the dinner and concert. Martha Hnatiuk shared Rotarian February birthdays. 
   Bob Ziolkowski introduced today’s speaker, Dennis Duggan, a polio survivor. Bob related today’s Covid pan-
demic to the worldwide polio pandemic in the 1950s and 1960s. People back then avoided crowds and children 
sometimes had to stay inside to avoid the virus. 
   Dennis said he is 75 years old and still happy to be here. He contracted polio when he was four years old, 
which was three years prior to the Dr. Jonas Salk vaccine being developed to prevent polio. Dennis said when 
he was four years old it felt like somebody hit him in the back of the neck. Within in a short time after that his 
whole body was numb and he was taken to Herman Kiefer Hospital. Dennis was placed in an iron lung and 
spent 13 months in the hospital. His ward at the hospital accommodated 50 young people all in iron lungs. 
Three polio ward photographs were presented showing children in iron lungs plus in braces and crutches. 
Dennis said that was his life back in 1952. His parents transferred him to a Pontiac hospital for a different treat-
ment regarding the use of his legs. Dennis is thankful they did this because he would have used crutches and 
braces for his entire life, if they had not done this. 
   Polio affects people different ways. The polio virus destroys neurons in the body and different areas of the 
body can be affected. One of Dennis’s legs is significantly shorter because of the virus. He mentioned the body 
tries to compensate by making other body parts stronger. Post polio syndrome sometimes occurs because as 
we age our body becomes less strong and can no longer compensate. 
   He encouraged the young people to become involved in science. Your education can make a difference in the 
world. Dennis recommended reading the book, “The Immortal Life of Harriet Lacks”. He said it is fascinating 
and a good read on ethics. 
   Polio affected Dennis’s life socially. Dennis developed a lifelong habit of looking out for the underdog because 
he was always chosen last to play sports because he could not run. Sometimes he was not permitted to play. 
He appreciated a baseball teammate that volunteered to run and allowed Dennis to bat. Dennis said he could 
strike the ball solidly because his upper body became stronger to compensate for his weaker lower body. 
   Dennis shared how Rotary has been working for years to eradicate polio. Presently polio is still only rampant 
in Pakistan and Afghanstan and that is due to the difficulty of vaccinating people in those countries. Dennis 
took questions from the students and Rotarians. They believe human contact passes the virus. It incubates in 
the intestines. He used to swim in the Rouge River as a boy and wonders if he contracted it there. Some people 
suffer greatly from post polio syndrome. Lee Hollmann shared how Rotary’s outreach through its membership 
around the world has helped get the world vaccinated against polio. 
   Co-President Shannon gave an update on upcoming meeting programming, our guest students are running 
our next meeting on March 2, 2023 at the Centennial Library, and closed the meeting with the Rotary 4-Way 
Test. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

David Anderson 



Your Giving Counts! 
The Rotary Foundation is one of the 

world’s best foundations, rating 4 

Star by Charity Navigator.  Your 

contributions every year make a 

significant difference in the world. 

 

Our Rotary Foundation 

Rotarians have an obligation to support one 
of the finest charitable organizations in the 
world; The Rotary Foundation. This founda-
tion makes it possible for our club to partici-
pate in receiving matching grant funds  for 
our next year’s Rotary projects.  This is made 
possible because of your contributions to The 
Rotary Foundation (Every Rotarian Every Year 
Giving).   All contributions received before 
June 2023 will be credited to this year’s giv-
ing. Our goal for the 2022-23 Rotary year is 
$4,000. Those contributing or pledging at 
least $100 this year are:    

CDG Jim Ives, Al Martin, PP Eric Rader, PP Ray 
Trudeau 

If interested in contributing to The Rotary 
Foundation, please fill out this form and send 
to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary 
International, we no longer know who has 
contributed to the Foundation. With that said, 
If you have submitted money to The Rotary 
Foundation in excess of $100 and would like 
to be recognized here, please let Jim Ives 
know of your contribution. 
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Links to Meeting Recordings 

 

Dec 1:    Classification Talks by members Leslie Herrick and Margaret Blohm   

Every week we meet, we record the meetings on Zoom. As many are unable 
to attend, having these recordings allows members to participate, even 
though unable to physically attend. Below are the past 2 meetings we have 
had.  
 

Feel free to click on the links below, and experience the fun had by those in 
attendance. 

 Dec 15: No recording was generated.   

Jan. 5:    Co-President Colleen Nieman’s New Year Message 

Jan. 19: Tony Mills on Mentoring 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/469
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqOI1tNKRBd6dv8R5OlCfxL-6qkHJ_8e/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/187BK9PWLmXGPaRCYxm1q2htLr08Z9Zak/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rcz8Hm-a0P_7V5S036gPWbJyQ0hpcTiA/view?usp=share_link


Serving in Dearborn 

. 
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"100 years o serving the Dearborn community” 
- 

Tickets are on sale now!  Buy Dinner and Concert Tickets Here 

Concert Tickets Only Buy Here 

Sponsorship opportunities are available!  Click here for our Spon-
sorship Package.  

Dennis Edward’s  
Temptations Review 

Thornetta Davis, Detroit’s 
Queen of the Blues  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rotary-club-of-dearborns-100th-anniversary-gala-and-concert-tickets-441330600707
https://www.dearborntheater.com/events/10004832-dearborn-rotary-100th-anniversary-celebration-dennis-edwards-temptations-review-thornetta-davis
https://dearbornrotary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Dearborn-Rotary-100th-Anniversary-Sponsorship-Package-and-W9.pdf
https://dearbornrotary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Dearborn-Rotary-100th-Anniversary-Sponsorship-Package-and-W9.pdf

