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The Dearborn Rotary X-Ray
The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year
Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable organizations
in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes it possible for our club
to participate in receiving matching grant funds for our next year’s Rotary projects.
This is made possible because of your contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every
Rotarian Every Year Giving). All contributions received before June 2022 will be
credited to this year’s giving. Our goal for the 2021-22 Rotary year is $7,600, of
which we have to date raised $.100. Those contributing or pledging at least $100 this
year are:
Cindy Cameron, Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, Aldo Martin, PP
Eric Rader, PP Jim Thorpe, PP Ray Trudeau
If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this form and
send to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer
know who has contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have submitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be

Announcements
•

•

Need X-Ray meeting minute
writers. Promise maximum
writing is only once every six
weeks. Can volunteer for even
once a quarter or year. Please
contact David Anderson.
Janice Gilliland is looking for
greeters and invocation givers.

Please let her know if
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being
passed at the meetings to
be a greeter, invocation
giver, or run the 50/50
raffle for a particular date.
Please volunteer.

Four Items of Note
1. We are collecting donations to purchase women's hygiene items. If you make the donations, we'll do
the supply shopping for you! https://bit.ly/dignity2022
2. Please use this link to prepay lunch for youth month. There are two in person meetings, so you will
need to purchase two lunches if you are participating both weeks. https://bit.ly/youthmonth2022
3. Laila Dakroub is looking for new clothing and shoe donations for 40 Afghanistan refugee families presently staying at a local hotel. You can drop-off donated clothes at ReMax Team 2000 office (23676 Park,
Dearborn). Income tax receipts are available. This is a Club service project.
4. The February 17th Youth Month meeting is also a VIP Day, where we invite people we know to attend
our meeting to “kick the tires” so to speak. If you have people you think might be interested in attending,
please let Margaret Blohm know. Prior to the 17th.
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Meeting Notes
Club President Shannon Peterson led today’s meeting, which was on-line via Zoom. Pre-meeting discussion included: weather in Florida, Happy New
Year, apparel, background scenery, and Angie is the Zoom co-host of this meeting. Meeting was called to order at 12:01 PM and President Shannon
did the invocation. She spoke of God, Angels and a serendipitous discovery in her family that brought joy and health. Jim Ives added to the invocation
with a Rotarian-themed prayer. We had two guests today, Swaminathan and today’s speaker, Bill Tobin. Jim Ives was thanked by Martha Hnatiuk for
taking relief supplies to tornado-ravaged Kentucky and sharing photographs of the project. Diane Ives was the driving force behind the effort, Jim
said, and he was the laborer.
We are doing in-person meetings on February 3 and 17, 2022 for Youth Month at Park Place, President Shannon announced. Luncheon starts at
11:30 AM and formal meeting begins at noon. Visit Dearborn Rotary Webpage to make an on-line lunch reservation. Let Margaret Blohm know if you
have a guest to bring on February 17 for a VIP Day in conjunction with Youth Month.
Kathy Kalil is looking for Career Day volunteers on March 23, 2022 at Edsel Ford High School from 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM and on-line at Crestwood
High School on April 6, 2022 from 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM. Volunteers can work partial sessions. And Laila Dakroub is looking for new clothing and shoe
donations for 40 Afghanistan refugee families presently staying at a local hotel. You can drop-off donated clothes at ReMax Team 2000 office. Income tax receipts are available. This is a Club service project. Another Club service project is Project Dignity regarding feminine hygiene products and
Kathy Kalil has more details.
Bill Tobin, Rotary Relations Manager at Shelter Box USA, was today’s speaker. He is from the Greater Sacramento area of California and a long-time
Rotarian. Bill had a PowerPoint presentation and described how Shelter Box began in April 2000 at a Rotary Club in Helston, England. A Rotary Club
in Lakewood, Florida was the first to participate in Shelter Box in the USA. Typically they reach 8 to 10 families around the world when disaster
strikes. They do global assessments where people need help. Their boxes contain shelter, cookware and water purification. Shelter Box USA sent 143
boxes to India after an earthquake and 100 boxes to Pakistan after flooding. There are typically 96 aid items in a box. They interview recipients to
learn how they can improve donated items. There are three kinds of donated tents and some can handle winter weather with a stove. Some areas of
the world prefer tarps rather than tents. They reassess every aid item every three years. Recently upgraded donated water filters from lasting one
month to one year. Some cultures want donated plastic bags for storage of items. Shelter Box is trying to reduce its’ carbon footprint. Dereke Locke
and Jason Yates are two Detroit Area Shelter Box Response Team Members and are great speakers. 140,000 people in 12 countries were served by
Shelter Box in 2021, even with complications from Covid.
Population displacement from conflicts and climate change is a global problem. There are more people displaced today than from all prior wars.
Shelter Box is currently evaluating need in Tonga from underground volcano eruption and aid coming in from other sources. They are currently
providing aid to the Philippines from a December 2021 typhoon. 4,000,000 people in poverty were in the path of the storm. Philippines is a frequent
recipient of Shelter Box aid. Rotarians in the Philippines provide assistance on who is in need. Rotary remains active in Shelter Box and Bill learned
about Shelter Box program through Rotary. Shelter Box does rapid response for hurricanes and earthquakes, but response is slower for conflict displacement because of need for analysis.
Recipients frequently go from residing in school buildings to individual shelters. The tents and separate dining equipment helped with social distancing during Covid. Shelter Box utilized Zoom to partner during Covid with other organizations, such as the Red Cross. Shipping costs have increased
because of the pandemic. It took a month to get gear to Honduras, because of Covid, to help families displaced by flooding. Shelter Boxes use to be
one standard-equipped box, now they are customized to the recipient. A recent relief mission was in Haiti after the earthquake and tropical storm.
High security risks in Haiti made responders cautious; one was a Rotary Past President. There are less than 500 Rotarians in Haiti, so there was less
local support.
Rotary is not allowed in Syria and Yemen, so there is no local Rotary support for Shelter Box in those two countries. Displacement camps in the two
countries are served by governmental and non-governmental organizations. Shelter Box needs to research how to serve displaced people in camps.
Presently there are 80,000,000 displaced people in the world. Shelter Box has established partners in Syria to help send aid through. Conflict in Ethiopia has been going on longer than any world war and there are many in need there. Charity Navigator ranks Shelter Box a four star rating, the top
charity rating. Th same rating as The Rotary Foundation.

Bill Tobin then took questions. Many Shelter Box tents in Haiti were used as medical facilities. Donated water filters have carbon filters and are stateof-the-art. Shelter Box is a temporary solution to a disaster and not a permanent solution. Displacements are typically nine months for a disaster;
conflicts have much longer displacements. There are case studies on the Shelter Box web site describing the families and numbers of people they
have helped. Average cost of a shelter box is in $400. to $500. range. Cost varies because of custom design of boxes. Some boxes are designed for
couples; others for large families. Some boxes are designed for female-led households and others for teen-led.
President Shannon thanked Bill Tobin from Shelter Box USA for his presentation and he appreciated the sign-language applause. This month’s community service project is Project Dignity and next month’s is clothes for refugees. Dearborn Firefighters are doing a shirt sale fundraiser for autism
awareness. Remember our next meeting is in-person at Park Place.
Respectfully submitted, David Anderson
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Rotary D-6400 District Conference, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island
Fellow Rotarians, Families and Guests,
You are personally invited to attend the Rotary District 6400 celebration on beautiful Mackinac Island on May 12-15, 2022. During
our stay at the fabulous Grand Hotel, we will be sharing stories about how we shared our Rotary stories and increased membership
“served others” and “changed lives” during the 2021-2022 Rotary year.
District Conferences are filled with warm Rotary fellowship, information sharing to help us build even stronger relationships with
our community partners, inspirational moments and fun!
Our Rotary District conference cannot be successful without you, your family and friends. Our District conference provides a special
opportunity for all of us to reflect on the past Rotary year and to take the time to share our wonderful successes with one another.
The work that we do changes lives daily. Think about the child who can now read because of a Rotarian who was their tutor.
Remember the many children who were warm last winter because they had a new coat and gloves provided by their local Rotary
club.
What about the people who had food donated to help them through a difficult time in their lives? This is a time to hear our incredible stories and celebrate our generous service to others. It is at District conference where club members can become even more
aware of the many ways in which Rotary is making the world a better place.
District 6400 is pleased to offer a fall promotion starting on October 1, 2021. The first 30 new registrants for District Conference
which will be held on May 12-15, 2022 will receive 2 special items. The first is a custom made sampler box from the Grand Hotel.
The box includes 6 Michigan mint chocolates made by the Hanover Chocolates Company. The second item is a bag of classic butter popcorn from the Detroit Popcorn Company who has been in business since 1923. There will be a limit of one promotion per
family for this offer. The offer will begin on October 1, 2021 and end when we receive the 30th new registration.
District Governor Aruna is planning a spectacular District conference and we hope you will join us on Mackinac Island next May.
You can register by emailing Elaine Snaden at elainesnaden@gmail.com or complete an online registration at THIS LINK (you’ll
need to login to DACdb to register; if you don’t know your DACdb login, you can CLICK HERE to have the registration link emailed
to you).
Please join us as we celebrate the 2021-2022 Rotary Year!
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Rotary International Convention, Houston Texas!

On behalf of the Host Organization Committee, we cannot wait to welcome Rotarians and guests to
Houston and the great State of Texas for the 2022 Rotary International Convention. The saying goes that
everything is “Bigger”, “Better” and “Friendlier” in Texas, and the goal of the Houston Host Organization
Committee is to have each of you feel that every moment as our guest while in Houston! From the humble beginnings of this great city, Houston has been led by “People of Action” who have taken this City to
great heights including, to the moon and back.
The City has plenty of activities to keep you entertained. Visit Space Center Houston, the home of Johnson Space Center and the Astronauts. Enjoy a night at the theater. Houston features a world class symphony, opera, ballet and permanent theater company. World class museums are within a short ride from
the convention center. Of course, you can watch the 2017 World Series Champion Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park which is walking distance from the Houston Convention Center.
Houston is one of the most diverse cities in the world with a vast range of cultures. Houston’s diversity
has resulted in some of the world’s best cuisine. Houston’s vast array of restaurants include Creole, Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, African, Caribbean, Argentinian and of course our very own Tex-Mex and
world famous BBQ, to name a few.
Stay tuned to this website for some exciting things to look forward to during your trip to Houston!

We look forward to welcoming each of you personally to Houston in June of 2022!!
PDG Rhonda Kennedy
Chair Host Organization Committee 2022

To register, click here.

