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Wendy Bagget from the Dearborn Symphony was our speaker today.
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The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year
Rotarians have an obligation to support one of the finest charitable organizations
in the world; The Rotary Foundation. This foundation makes it possible for our club
to participate in receiving matching grant funds for our next year’s Rotary projects.
This is made possible because of your contributions to The Rotary Foundation (Every
Rotarian Every Year Giving). All contributions received before June 2022 will be
credited to this year’s giving. Our goal for the 2021-22 Rotary year is $7,600, of
which we have to date raised $.100. Those contributing or pledging at least $100 this
year are:
Cindy Cameron, Janice Gilliland, PP Lee Hollmann, CDG Jim Ives, Aldo Martin, PP
Eric Rader, PP Jim Thorpe
If interested in contributing to The Rotary Foundation, please fill out this form and
send to Jim Thorpe. Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer
know who has contributed to the Foundation. With that said, If you have submitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to be

Announcements
•

•

Need X-Ray meeting minute
writers. Promise maximum
writing is only once every six
weeks. Can volunteer for even
once a quarter or year. Please
contact David Anderson.
Janice Gilliland is looking for
greeters and invocation givers.

Please let her know if
you’re willing to serve. Sign
-up sheets are being
passed at the meetings to
be a greeter, invocation
giver, or run the 50/50
raffle for a particular date.
Please volunteer.

New Club President Nominee

We are pleased to announce Board Member David Anderson has agreed to serve as the President Nominee for the remainder
of this year, serving as Club President in the 2023-24 Rotary Year. We are delighted in his willingness to serve in this important
position, and we will all do our best to support him in his efforts. We join in congratulating David!
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Meeting Notes
Club President Shannon Peterson led today’s meeting, which was on-line via Zoom, instead of in-person due to Omicron concerns. Pre-meeting discussions
included upcoming surgery, glad to see one Club member back in action, taking care of family members, former students are now professionals taking care of
you, there are great flight deals out of Toledo, Club member drove across country from Florida to Texas recently, and dreaming of getting my boat back into
the water.
Cindy Cannon did the invocation and asked for a moment of silence in honor of John McDonald. She closed with a prayer wishing everyone a happy new
year, love, hope, joy, peace and always some light on our pathways. We had one guest today, today’s speaker. Jim Ives took a group photograph. Youth
Month is in February and we plan to have two in-person meetings at Park Place if conditions permit. Martha Hnatiuk announced members having January
birthdays and they include: Lee Hollmann, Cindy Canon and Ray Trudeau. A thinking of you card was sent to John McDonald prior to his passing. Martha will
be sending a Club sympathy card to his wife. If we had met in-person, she was going to ask members to sign. Jackie Lovejoy encouraged members to visit
Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce webpage to see upcoming events, one of which involves two new mayors of Dearborn and Dearborn Heights.
Today’s speaker was Wendy Baggett, Executive Director of the Dearborn Symphony. President Shannon mentioned Dearborn is blessed to have a symphony
in a beautiful theater and Shannon’s husband help direct construction of Dearborn’s Ford Community & Performing Arts Center. Wendy had a PowerPoint
presentation for today’s meeting and shared she is a member of the Dearborn Heights Rotary Club and a past District 6400 ADG. President of the Dearborn
Symphony Board of Directors is Sandy Butler, whom has served in the role for 20 years. Steven Jarvi is the Music Director.
It is the 60th anniversary of the Dearborn Symphony. Wendy said the Symphony appreciates the 20 years of full-page advertising support Dearborn Rotary
has done in their programs. A copy of the program is available on their webpage. Dearborn Symphony usually performs five concerts per year and there are
usually around 500 to 700 attendees. Average cost to put on a concert is around $30,000. There are 50 instruments on stage. Ticket sales do not cover the
cost of a concert and Dearborn Symphony depends on donors and advertisers for additional funds. First season of the orchestra was in 1961-62 and it was
composed of professional musicians and music educators. It is the strongest and most talented community orchestra in the State. All fourth grade students in
Dearborn are treated to a live concert by the Symphony at the Performing Arts Center each spring. Many of the students have never attended a live concert.
There is a quote – “music education is essential to being human”. Symphony also works with the Dearborn Youth Symphony and musicians mentor students.
Two symphonies do a side-by-side concert in April. Dearborn Symphony also awards scholarships for private music lessons to Dearborn and Dearborn Heights
students in the 8th to 12th grades. There are student youth competitions. A past contest winner is now a professional violinist playing with the DSO. Many
members of the Dearborn Symphony are not professional musicians, they have day jobs. Visit their webpage to view some player’s profiles. Six times the
Dearborn Symphony has been honored with a Detroit Music Award.
Dearborn Symphony has engaged the local community through free outdoor concerts under the stars and at farmer’s market. They will be performing at new
mayor’s inauguration. Local youth dancers sometimes get the opportunity to perform with the Dearborn Symphony. They also perform with Henry Ford
College instrumental and vocal groups plus have assisted Dearborn Players Guild and Downriver Actors Guild. There are three concerts left for the season,
including a Broadway and Hollywood Pops Concert. Visit the Dearborn Symphony webpage for more details. They have made concert adjustments due to
Covid.
You can support the Dearborn Symphony through season ticket subscriptions, Kroger Rewards, Amazon Smiles, Go Fund Me, volunteering on Symphony
committees, fundraising events such as themed parties, corporate sponsorships, group fundraisers – will refund money back to organizing group, and supporting their 60th Anniversary Dazzling Diamond Raffle – only 100 tickets will be sold at $100. per ticket. Drawing for the raffle will be at reception following
the May pops concert.
Lee Hollmann and Rick Goward both had questions and comments. Steven Jarvi was a fantastic hire as music director for the Dearborn Symphony. Been an
annual ticket holder for the Dearborn Symphony for many years and attendance seems to be dwindling. Steven Jarvi, a young magnetic director was hired to
help draw in attendees. They are trying to do community engagement to stir interest in the Dearborn Symphony. The Symphony is hoping to attract additional interest by playing popular music and bringing in guest artists. Decreasing symphony concert attendance is a trend across the country. Covid protocols are
in place at concerts. They do social distancing seating in the balcony and ask all attendees to mask. One Rotarian attended the Detroit Symphony recently and
they had to wear a mask and show proof of vaccination or a negative Covid test. French horn pictured in the program looks like the horn departed Rotarian
and amateur musician Neal Allen donated.
President Shannon thanked Dearborn Symphony Executive Director Wendy Baggett for her presentation. Wendy appreciated presenting at Dearborn Rotary.
President Shannon also commented she enjoys the good questions and comments Dearborn Rotarians make to our guests.
Blue Badges were presented virtually to our former Red Badge members by President Shannon. Bob Ziolkowski held up each appropriate badge on-screen as
the member’s names earning them were read by President Shannon. Angie Linder, Martha Hnatiuk, Dan Houston, Cindy Cannon and skydiving Laila Dakroub
all earned Blue Badges.
Our next meeting is on-line on January 20, 2022 and there will be a presentation about Shelter Box program. President Shannon thanked Jackie and Pastor
Jean for all their programming work. Lee Hollmann commented hopefully we will be receiving lots of applications here in January for our Dearborn Rotary
Scholarship programs. Dearborn Public Schools has a notice about the scholarship program on their webpage. Dearborn Rotary meeting closed with members reciting the Four-Way Test in unison. Please make suggestions for community service projects.
Respectfully submitted,

David Anderson
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Passing of Past President John McDonald
Past Dearborn Rotary President John McDonald passed away on December 30, 2021 at the age of 75.
John was hired at Henry Ford Community College in 1969 where he
taught English and retired in 2013. He was elected as president of AFT
Local 1650 in 1978 and continued in this role until his recent retirement. In 1979, John became an AFT Michigan vice-president and was
appointed to the AFT Higher Education Program Policy Council 1998. In
2012, John was elected as a National AFT Vice President representing
1.7 million members.
John served as president of Dearborn Rotary in 2002 and named Rotarian of the year in 2003.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the
HFCC Foundation for John McDonald's fund for the Adray Theater. Donate Now
Memorial Service Notice
Celebration of the Life of John McDonald will be held in the Ballroom of the Dearborn Inn at 1:00 p.m. on
Sunday, January 16.
Masks are required. Also, please be vaccinated or have a recent negative Covid test.
Due to spacing limitations, please RSVP to johnmcdonaldmemorial@gmail.com by January 10.
The Celebration of Life will also be live-streamed. Click the link below to watch the service.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89899772419?pwd=eHV5TkhyaEJxS2QydVRmeFNXdEludz09
Meeting ID: 898 9977 2419
Passcode: hking
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,89899772419#,,,,*470401# US (New York)
+13017158592,,89899772419#,,,,*470401# US (Washington DC)
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Rotary D-6400 District Conference, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island
Fellow Rotarians, Families and Guests,
You are personally invited to attend the Rotary District 6400 celebration on beautiful Mackinac Island on May 12-15, 2022. During
our stay at the fabulous Grand Hotel, we will be sharing stories about how we shared our Rotary stories and increased membership
“served others” and “changed lives” during the 2021-2022 Rotary year.
District Conferences are filled with warm Rotary fellowship, information sharing to help us build even stronger relationships with
our community partners, inspirational moments and fun!
Our Rotary District conference cannot be successful without you, your family and friends. Our District conference provides a special
opportunity for all of us to reflect on the past Rotary year and to take the time to share our wonderful successes with one another.
The work that we do changes lives daily. Think about the child who can now read because of a Rotarian who was their tutor.
Remember the many children who were warm last winter because they had a new coat and gloves provided by their local Rotary
club.
What about the people who had food donated to help them through a difficult time in their lives? This is a time to hear our incredible stories and celebrate our generous service to others. It is at District conference where club members can become even more
aware of the many ways in which Rotary is making the world a better place.
District 6400 is pleased to offer a fall promotion starting on October 1, 2021. The first 30 new registrants for District Conference
which will be held on May 12-15, 2022 will receive 2 special items. The first is a custom made sampler box from the Grand Hotel.
The box includes 6 Michigan mint chocolates made by the Hanover Chocolates Company. The second item is a bag of classic butter popcorn from the Detroit Popcorn Company who has been in business since 1923. There will be a limit of one promotion per
family for this offer. The offer will begin on October 1, 2021 and end when we receive the 30th new registration.
District Governor Aruna is planning a spectacular District conference and we hope you will join us on Mackinac Island next May.
You can register by emailing Elaine Snaden at elainesnaden@gmail.com or complete an online registration at THIS LINK (you’ll
need to login to DACdb to register; if you don’t know your DACdb login, you can CLICK HERE to have the registration link emailed
to you).
Please join us as we celebrate the 2021-2022 Rotary Year!
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Rotary International Convention, Houston Texas!

On behalf of the Host Organization Committee, we cannot wait to welcome Rotarians and guests to
Houston and the great State of Texas for the 2022 Rotary International Convention. The saying goes that
everything is “Bigger”, “Better” and “Friendlier” in Texas, and the goal of the Houston Host Organization
Committee is to have each of you feel that every moment as our guest while in Houston! From the humble beginnings of this great city, Houston has been led by “People of Action” who have taken this City to
great heights including, to the moon and back.
The City has plenty of activities to keep you entertained. Visit Space Center Houston, the home of Johnson Space Center and the Astronauts. Enjoy a night at the theater. Houston features a world class symphony, opera, ballet and permanent theater company. World class museums are within a short ride from
the convention center. Of course, you can watch the 2017 World Series Champion Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park which is walking distance from the Houston Convention Center.
Houston is one of the most diverse cities in the world with a vast range of cultures. Houston’s diversity
has resulted in some of the world’s best cuisine. Houston’s vast array of restaurants include Creole, Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, African, Caribbean, Argentinian and of course our very own Tex-Mex and
world famous BBQ, to name a few.
Stay tuned to this website for some exciting things to look forward to during your trip to Houston!

We look forward to welcoming each of you personally to Houston in June of 2022!!
PDG Rhonda Kennedy
Chair Host Organization Committee 2022

To register, click here.

