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empathy when someone disclos-
es violence. Avoid asking “why” 
ques�ons when trying to help a 
vic�m of domes�c and sexual 
violence. It takes coordinated 
community ac�on to end a rape 
culture and misogyny. 
FirstStep receives referrals from 
the police, hospitals, Google, 
public speaking and 24-hour 
hotline. Organiza�on started in 
1978. Jeni is a survivor advocate 
and a first responder with the 
Dearborn Police Department. She 
helps leads clients through the 
legal, criminal jus�ce, and crisis 
interven�on system. 
  FirstStep advocates in communi-
ty response also work from the 
Canton, Inkster, Lincoln Park, 
Taylor, Westland, and 
Woodhaven Police Departments 
plus several District Courts. Al-
most 2,200 people were helped in 
their last fiscal year. Majority of 
their clients are female. On aver-
age there are 20 instances of 
violence prior to a client reaching 
out for help. Fear prevents vic-
�ms from connec�ng with 
FirstStep. They have a transla�ng 
agency to help serve clients. 
  Dearborn uses a Lethality As-
sessment Program (LAP) which 
was developed in Maryland. It is a 
homicide preven�on tool. Re-
sponding officers ask specific 
ques�ons to poten�al vic�ms to 
assess the situa�on. If ques�ons 
are answered affirma�vely, 
FirstStep is called. Goal is to try to 
keep the vic�m in their home, but 
remove the abuser. About 74% of 
vic�ms are rated in the high dan-
ger screening. About 28% to 33% 
of abuse vic�ms will end up as a 
homicide. Only 4% of abuse vic-
�ms used the FirstStep hotline 
prior to being killed. Women who 
went to the FirstStep Shelter 
were less likely to be re-abused. 
  President Regan thanked Jeni 
Hooper for her presenta�on.. 
 

Respec�ully submi�ed, 
Davis Anderson 

Thursday’s Mee�ng Summary 

President Regan Ford led today’s 
mee�ng, which opened with the 
singing of the Na�onal Anthem. Jim 
Thorpe did the Invoca�on  
Today’s greeter, Janice Gilliland, 
introduced our three guests: Zeinab 
Dabajeh (soon to be a Rotarian) and 
Jeni Hooper plus Alex Burkow from 
FirstStep (today’s speakers).  
  PDG Jim Ives announced nominees 
for the 2017-2018 Dearborn Rotary 
Board of Directors. They include: 
David Anderson, Hassen Hammoud, 
Colleen Nieman, Shannon Peterson, 
Eric Rader, Sue Surducan, Ray Tru-
deau, Bob Young, Waseem Younis, 
and Bob Ziolkowski. Elec�on is at 
next week’s mee�ng on 12-8-2016. 
Dearborn Rotary has been par�ci-
pa�ng in Santa Snaps since Decem-
ber 1997. 
  Margaret Blohm announced next 
Thursday’s mee�ng, 12-8—2016, is 
a Club Assembly. Besides the Board 
of Directors elec�on, we will also 
have commi�ee mee�ngs. 
  Our 12-15-2016 Club Mee�ng 
includes a holiday concert by the 
Henry Ford College Chorus, Marga-
ret also announced. President Re-
gan said we will also have an ugly 
Christmas sweater contest on that 
date, too. 
    Rick Goward announced last 
Saturday in January (1-28-2017) is 
the Henry Ford Big Band Concert 
Fundraiser sponsored by Dearborn 
Rotary. Karen Newman is the guest 
ar�st this year. This fundraiser has 
brought in $16,000. in the past. 
There is an a�erglow following the 
concert celebra�ng the 100th anni-
versary of the Rotary Interna�onal 
Founda�on plus a meet and greet 
with Karen Newman. 
  There will be another VIP Day on 
either 1-12/19-2017. We have 
picked up three new members 
through VIP Days for our Club.    
  PE Bob Gleichauf said Santa Snaps 
is doing well. There are busy dates 
ahead and we are looking for sever-
al Santas plus some volunteers. If 
you sign-up and cannot make it, 
please call. We have to staff Santa 
Snaps for the en�re evening, can-

not close early. Plan on staying �ll at 
least 10:20-11:00 PM. 
  Susan Dabaja invited us to the City 
of Dearborn Christmas Tree Ligh�ng 
and Sing-Along at the Ford Communi-
ty and Performing Arts Center this 
Monday, 12-5-2016, star�ng at 6:00 
PM for pre-ligh�ng entertainment. 
Evening includes Dearborn School 
choirs and orchestra, singing, tree 
ligh�ng, Santa, cookies, and beverag-
es. 
  Jim Mackey led the 50/50 raffle 
today. President Regan drew the 
winning �cket. Lee Hollmann was the 
winner of $13. 
Margaret Blohm introduced today’s 
speaker, Jeni Hoopper from 
FirstStep. Alex Burkow from FirstStep 
also assisted in the program. Jeni is a 
licensed social worker with degrees 
from Eastern Michigan and the Uni-
versity of Michigan. She is a Survivor 
Advocate with FirstStep and works 
out of the Dearborn Police Depart-
ment Detec�ve Bureau. FirstStep is 
working to end domes�c and sexual 
violence in Wayne County. They have 
a 24-hour help line plus a 24-hour on
-call assault response team. FirstStep 
has offices in Plymouth, Wayne, 
Lincoln Park and Redford. They also 
work out of several police sta�ons 
and courts. FirstStep provided 15,546 
overnight stays for vic�ms of vio-
lence in their last fiscal year. 
  We heard that domes�c violence is 
about power and control. It is not 
from losing your temper or drinking. 
Abusers use isola�on, emo�onal 
abuse, verbal abuse and the children 
to have power and control. Sexual 
assault is also about power and con-
trol. The brain is affected by trauma 
and trauma reac�ons can also be 
manifested physically. Healing is 
ge�ng your body back. 
  The abused stay in bad situa�ons 
and remain silent because of fear. 
Some have fear of dissolving the 
family, there are threats, and some 
for economic reasons. Some mem-
bers of the Dearborn Arab American 
Community receive overseas’ 
threats. 
  Please be suppor�ve and provide 
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Announcements 

  Our goal for annual giving is set at 7,000.00 . If every member contributes to the Rotary Founda�on “Every 
Rotarian Every Year” program, we will make the pledges with no problem. Remember “It’s not about the mon-
ey, but what the money can do.” The following people have contributed at least $100 this year to The Rotary 
Founda�on. 
Diane Ives, CDG Jim Ives, Kathleen Kalil, Don Karcher,  Aldo Mar�n, Colleen Nieman, Merri� Robertson. 

Due to privacy rules at Rotary Interna�onal, we no longer know who has contributed to the Founda�on. 
With that said, If you have submi�ed money to The Rotary Founda�on in excess of $100 and would like to 
be recognized here, please let Merri� Robertson know of your contribu�on. 

 Need X-Ray mee�ng minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
wri�ng is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

 Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invoca�on givers. 
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Please let her know if you’re 
willing to serve. 

 David Anderson is asking for 
Please let President Regan 
know if you would be willing 
to serve as Sergeant-At-
Arms for the club. Job in-
cludes set up and tear down 

The Rotary Founda�on Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

for the mee�ng, as well as  running 
50/50 raffle. 

 The 12-22-2016 Club Mee�ng will 
include a White Elephant Auc�on 
per Margaret. Please bring nicely 
wrapped “white elephant” or recy-
cled/unwanted gi�s to the mee�ng. 
Auc�on is a fun fundraiser. 

Today’s pictures 

Santa Snaps Help Needed 

We are s�ll in need of workers for the following dates: 

December 8—Need Santa 

December 19—Need Santa and 1 helper 

Please let Bob Gleichauf know when you can help at RAGleichauf@aol.com . 

That’s all!! Just 2 more dates to fill! Thank you Bob Gleichauf, and a big Thank you to HFC employees for filling a lot of open 
slots.  

Speaker Jeni Hooper. 

mailto:RAGleichauf@aol.com
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Club Board Elec�ons 

David Anderson Hassen Hammoud 

Bob Ziolkowski 

Waseem Younis 

December 8th, we will be holding elec�ons for the Dearborn Rotary Board of Directors. Pursuant to Dearborn Rotary 
By-Laws Ar�cle I, Sec�on 2, the nomina�ng commi�ee is to submit to the club 10 names for nomina�ons to the Club 
Board of Directors. The names of those nominees running for the Board posi�ons should be posted in the news-
le�er at least 3 weeks prior to the elec�on. The following people have graciously volunteered to run for the 8 posi-
�ons that need to be filled. Yu will no�ce we are short one person (s�ll looking).  

Colleen Nieman 

Shannon Peterson Eric Rader Sue Surducan 

Ray Trudeau Bob Young 
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Passing of Bill ives 

Past Rotary Interna�onal Director Bill Ives passed away on December 2nd peacefully in Sarasota Florida. Sons Jim 
and Russ and daughter Cathy were at his side upon his passing.  
 

Bill was a Past District Governor in D-6400, Past Rotary Founda�on Trustee, Past Rotary Interna�onal Director from 
Zones 27-28, and Aide to Past RI President Cliff Dochterman. Bill was also a Polio Plus Pioneer, the founding  Chair of 
Polio Plus Partners, and a Rotary Interna�onal Ins�tute Moderator (Bill’s Busy Bees). 

Bill was best known for his oratory skills and passion. He was a sought a�er speaker in Rotary, and mo�vated people 
to strive for excellence with his messages. He was passionate about Rotary and Rotarians, and served to help bring 
along all Rotarians to feel the passion that develops when we allow Rotary service to enter our lives. Bill and his wife 
Mary Louise traveled around the world 3 �mes in the name of Rotary, and le� friends wherever they traveled.  

He will be missed by many, but will live in our hearts forever. 

For those interested: 
 

Visita�on will be Thursday Dec. 8th from 4:00pm to 8pm at AJ Desmond and Sons Funeral Home 

32515 Woodward Ave 

Royal Oak, MI 
 

Funeral will be Friday Dec 9. Visita�on 10:00am, Service at 11:00 am with luncheon following. 
1st United Methodist Church 

1589 W. Maple Rd. 
Birmingham, MI 
 

Internment will be private  
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