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Thursday’s Meeting Summary
President Regan Ford led today’s
meeting, which opened with the
singing of the National Anthem.
Invocation was done by President
Regan and was a prayer giving
thanks for Rotary and for all Rotary
does.
Today’s greeter, Bob Young, introduced our one guest, Andrew
Kercher, today’s speaker from the
Dearborn Historical Museum. Andrew was serenaded in traditional
fashion.
President Regan announcements
included:
District Conference is May 11-14,
2017 in Cleveland. Visit Rotary
District 6400 website for more
information.
Dearborn Rotary receives mail.
League of Women Voters, Dearborn
Fire Fighters Burn Drive, and First
Step all sent thank you notes regarding ﬁnancial support from
Dearborn Rotary Foundation for
their projects.
Please support Gathering Place’s
Bowling Fundraiser on March 4,
2017. Annette Langell and Zeinab
Dabajeh have distributed literature
regarding the fundraiser on all the
tables.
Judge Hultgren recently underwent a medical procedure. There is
a get-well card at the door to sign.
Rick Goward announced ticket sales
are going well for the Big Band
Concert with Karen Newman on
Saturday, 1-28-2017. Only 38 seats
remain. Merritt Robertson and
Janice Gilliland are doing a great job
planning the Rotary Foundation
100th anniversary reception after
the concert. Karen Newman has
been a pleasure to work with and
will be at the reception.
President Regan thanked Rick
Goward for all his hard work planning the concert. See Regan or Rick
if you would like to volunteer at a
pre-concert Rotary booth by the
entrance.
Merritt Robertson led the 50/50
raﬄe today. President Regan drew
the winning ticket. Bob Young was
the winner of $9.
Margaret Blohm introduced today’s

speaker, Andrew Kercher, who is the
new Assistant Chief Curator at the
Dearborn Historical Museum since
September. He previously was a
Senior Interpreter at the Mackinaw
City Historical Museum. Andrew has
a Masters Degree from Eastern Michigan in museum studies. A hobby of
his is antique ﬁrearm restoration.
Andrew decided to give us a history
lesson of Dearborn since he is a
historian. We heard about ribbon
farms and rivers, saw an old map of
Dearborn, the Military Reserve, The
Bark Covered House and the Nowlin
Family, decision to put the Detroit
Arsenal in Dearborn in 1833 because
things went bad in Detroit during the
War of 1812, clay brick industry in
Dearborn, Old Chicago Road, buildings of the arsenal, active role of
Arsenal during Civil War, Commandant’s Quarters, McFadden-Ross
House, Gardner House, Mary Elizabeth Ross and the beginning of the
Dearborn Historical Museum.
A community outreach by the museum allows every second grader in
City of Dearborn to visit the museum
with their class. They make butter
and learn about the “three sisters” (corn, squash & beans). Community groups such as the Stamp
Club and Quilting Clubs use the Museum as a community center. Museum has a large volunteer base giving
tours, but could use more. The Museum oﬃce is open 8A-5P Monday
through Friday. Museum exhibits
have varying hours or by appointment. Victorian Tea, Christmas Program, Teddy Bear Picnic, and Halloween Program are some of their special events. They have a lecture series on the ﬁrst Wednesday evening
of every month at the McFaddenRoss House. Next program is regarding the 100th anniversary of the marriage of Edsel and Eleanor Ford.
Regan Ford, Annette Langell, Shannon Peterson, Kathy Kalil, Jim
Thorpe, Susan Dabaja, and David
Anderson all had questions. We
heard about: Museum is looking
forward to new Ford Development
across the street. Organized groups
can arrange private tours of the

museum. Jack Tate, Acting Chief
Curator, is a tireless worker.
McFadden-Ross House can accommodate meeting groups up to
75 and is available for rent at a
minimal price. Beer Tasting Event
and new Euchre Tournament next
month are fundraising events for
the Museum. Flyers are on the
tables for the Euchre Tournament, which is February 18, 2017
and costs $20. per person. Preregistration is required and limited to 120 registrants. City of
Dearborn recently decided to
provide additional funds to support the Museum, but the results
need to justify the funds. Please
support the Museum. Susan
Dabaja has volunteered for the
second grade school program and
described the event as fun. Dearborn Historian Magazine was
rated best in the State a couple
years ago. Brochures have been
updated. Behind the scene tours
of the Museum with a curator are
available with the right donation.
Only 10% of the collection is on
display. A new exhibit on the
100th anniversary of World War I
and Dearborn’s role in providing
industrial support for the war is
being developed. Story of Pvt.
Blakenship, single fatal casualty
from World War I, will be highlighted. Dearborn Historical Museum exchanges exhibits with
other museums. We recently
worked with Arab American Museum. Archive is open to public
and is a good way to research old
buildings in Dearborn.
President Regan thanked Andrew
Kercher for a great talk and invited him to sign a copy of a children’s book for the Dearborn
Public Library.
Respectfully submitted,
Davis Anderson
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The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year
Our goal for annual giving is set at 7,000.00 . If every member contributes to the Rotary Foundation “Every
Rotarian Every Year” program, we will make the pledges with no problem. Remember “It’s not about the money, but what the money can do.” The following people have contributed at least $100 this year to The Rotary
Foundation.
Margaret Blohm, Diane Ives, CDG Jim Ives, Don Karcher, Aldo Martin, Mike Maldegen, Jack & Jane Mueller,
Colleen Nieman, Shannon Peterson, Merritt Robertson, Darlene Schoolmaster, Ray Trudeau, Bill White.
Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer know who has contributed to the Foundation.
With that said, If you have submitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to
be recognized here, please let Merritt Robertson know of your contribution.

Announcements




Need X-Ray meeting minute
writers. Promise maximum
writing is only once every six
weeks. Can volunteer for even
once a quarter or year. Please
contact David Anderson.
Janice Gilliland is looking for
greeters and invocation givers.



Please let her know if you’re
willing to serve.
Sign-up sheets are being
passed at the meetings to
be a greeter, invocation
giver, or run the 50/50 raﬄe
for a particular date. Please
volunteer.

Today’s Picture

Today’s speaker Andrew Kercher



Annett Langell’s employer, Lincoln
Behavioral Services is sponsoring a
fundraising bowling event on March
4, 2017 at Marybowl Lanes. Tickets
are $25. for adults and $12. for
children. Donations are accepted to
sponsor one of their clients for the
bowling event. Some of the clients
are of modest means.
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January 28th was the annual Big Band Concert by Henry Ford Big Band. This was an incredible night of
excellent music, and this year Karen Newman performed with the band.
Rick Goward and Randy Knight did an exceptional job performing, Merritt Robertson and Janice Gilliland
provided an amazing reception after the concert, and Diane Ives raised $165 for The Rotary Foundation by
putting out a can. Many Thanks for all those who made this event such a great success. Pictures are at
www.dearbornrotary.org/photos.
Randy Knight

Rick Goward

The Band
Karen Newman

President Regan, Karen Newman, and
PP Merritt Robertson

Karen and PDG Jack Mueller
and PP Jane Mueller

We were greeted at the door
by Janice and Merritt’s display

Rick & Karen
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