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Thursday’s Meeting Summary
President Regan Ford led today’s
meeting, which opened with the
singing of the National Anthem. PP
Merritt Robertson did the invocation and talked about “What is
Rotary?” Merritt mentioned worldwide health, clean water, education, and food initiatives Rotary is
involved with and closed with a
prayer giving thanks.
Today’s greeter, Eric Rader, introduced our four V.I.P. Day guests:
Andy Gardner, Hussein Berry, Cristina Sheppard-Decius, and Timothy
Harrison. All were serenaded in
traditional fashion.
Lee Hollmann led the 50/50 raﬄe
today. He said club is looking for
multiple volunteers to run the
raﬄe, so please sign-up. Guest
Timothy Harrison drew the winning
ticket. Art Hamparian was the winner of $15., which he quickly donated back to the Club.
President Regan announced ticket
sales are going well for the Big Band
Concert with Karen Newman on
Saturday, 1-28-2017 per Rick Goward. There is a reception after the
concert with Karen Newman for
Rotarians and their guests. Reception also honors 100th anniversary
of the Rotary International Foundation. We are half way to our annual
Club goal of $7,000. for the Foundation from the members.
Ray Trudeau was back from the
Children of the Dump Project in
Chinandega, Nicaragua. He said this
was best and worst trip there since
he started going down annually in
2004. Best part was Rotarians delivered 2,100 gift boxes to children
pre-school through high school that
had a school 70% attendance record plus maintained a C average.
Worst part is Project has a
$150,000. deﬁcit from a loss of
international and local donations.
Kidney dialysis center has closed
and pregnancy center might close.
Rick Goward announced today is a
V.I.P. Day. He said Janice Gilliland
has been doing a wonderful job of
walking new members through the
Red Badge program. She and Merritt are also doing a good job of

organizing the reception after the
upcoming concert.
Neil Allen introduced our ﬁrst V.I.P.
guest, Andy Gardner, the senior
pastor at Fairlane Alliance Church.
Andy considers himself American
African because he was born in Guinea, Africa. His parents and other
ancestors were all missionaries. Andy
speaks four languages and chose to
serve in Dearborn because of close
proximity to Detroit. He feels passion
to heal plus sorrow regarding the
racial divide in our society. Andy
believes God’s love crosses over the
racial divide.
Andy gave a history lesson regarding race in America. One of his ancestors through the American Missionary Association fought slavery prior
to the Civil War. We heard about
how our society made racial advances after the Civil War, but they were
undone by Jim Crow laws, Supreme
Court decisions, and President
Woodrow Wilson. Andy thanked
Rotary for all we do and that we
make the world a better place to live.
Hussein Berry, our second guest,
was introduced by Regan Ford. Regan described Hussein as someone
who is generous with his time and
provides good counsel. Hussein is a
member of the Dearborn School
Board and has been a Realtor for
over 25 years. He is also a community volunteer who has received national recognition for his youth work.
Hussein is active in the youth football
program. He said Dearborn is a great
City with a generous business community and generous citizens. He
said groups like Rotary make Dearborn a great place to live. Hussein
thanked Dearborn Rotary for the
scholarship dinner. He is proud to be
a Dearbornite.
Regan introduced Tim Shawn Harris,
who he met through S.O.D.A. (South
Outer Drive Neighborhood Association). Tim has served as an oﬃcer in
S.O.D.A. and is all about service. He
trains engineers to utilize new digital
design equipment. Tim earned Eagle
Scout rank and is involved in
Scouting today.
Tim has lived his entire life in Dear-

born and his parents and grandparents also live here. He became
involved with S.O.D.A. through
Facebook and joined to become
active in the community. Their
organization does family social
events for their neighborhood,
plus has provided educational
oﬀerings, such as bringing Ford
Land in to describe their redevelopment project.
Cristina Shepperd-Decius is the
Executive Director of the West
Dearborn Downtown Development Authority. She thanked us
for having her here and mentioned she previously gave a
presentation to the Club. Cristina
came to Dearborn after serving a
similar role in Ferndale for 15
years. . Cristina has fallen in love
with Dearborn and the melting
pot of people. She wants to help
make Dearborn a great place to
live, work, and play. She feels
Rotary is a model for organizations.
PDG Jim Ives led the induction of
Zeinab Dabajeh as a new Dearborn Rotarian. She is a social
worker and was sponsored by
Annett Langell. Both are employed at Lincoln Behavioral
Services in Redford. Zeinab was
raised in Dearborn and she dramatically lowers the age of the
Club.
PDG Jim talked about how Rotary started in Chicago in 1905 with
four members and it has grown to
over 1.2 million members all over
the world. If you have passion for
a service project, do it. He said
Rotary will help Zeinab with her
professional and personal development. She can serve in Dearborn and around the world. If you
invest in Rotary the return is tenfold. Wear your Rotary pin proudly. PDG Jim and the Club welcomed Zeinab as the newest
member of Rotary.
Respectfully submitted,
Davis Anderson
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The Rotary Foundation Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year
Our goal for annual giving is set at 7,000.00 . If every member contributes to the Rotary Foundation “Every
Rotarian Every Year” program, we will make the pledges with no problem. Remember “It’s not about the money, but what the money can do.” The following people have contributed at least $100 this year to The Rotary
Foundation.
Margaret Blohm, Diane Ives, CDG Jim Ives, Don Karcher, Aldo Martin, Mike Maldegen, Jack & Jane Mueller,
Colleen Nieman, Shannon Peterson, Merritt Robertson, Darlene Schoolmaster, Ray Trudeau, Bill White.
Due to privacy rules at Rotary International, we no longer know who has contributed to the Foundation.
With that said, If you have submitted money to The Rotary Foundation in excess of $100 and would like to
be recognized here, please let Merritt Robertson know of your contribution.

Announcements




Need X-Ray meeting minute
writers. Promise maximum
writing is only once every six
weeks. Can volunteer for even
once a quarter or year. Please
contact David Anderson.
Janice Gilliland is looking for
greeters and invocation givers.



Please let her know if you’re
willing to serve.
Sign-up sheets are being
passed at the meetings to
be a greeter, invocation
giver, or run the 50/50 raﬄe
for a particular date. Please
volunteer.



Annett Langell’s employer, Lincoln
Behavioral Services is sponsoring a
fundraising bowling event on March
4, 2017 at Marybowl Lanes. Tickets
are $25. for adults and $12. for
children. Donations are accepted to
sponsor one of their clients for the
bowling event. Some of the clients
are of modest means.

Today’s Pictures

Jose Jimenez returned

V.I.P Tim

V.I.P. Christina

Newest member Zeinab Dabajeh
with sponsor Annette Langell

V.I.P. Andy

V.I.P
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January 28th is the annual Big Band Concert by Henry
Ford Big Band. This a fundraiser for our club that only
requires us to attend and bring friends. It is an incredible night of excellent music, and this year Karen
Newman will perform with the band.
Rick Goward mailed out an order form to all members.
Please ﬁll out the form and get it sent back in as soon
as possible so you have an opportunity for great seats
(they’re all great). However, for a mere $125, you will
receive 4 tickets, and all 4 are invited to attend a reception honoring The Rotary Foundation’s 100th year with
Karen Newman after the concert.
Don’t Delay!!!
If you have tickets that will not be used, please get
them back to Rick Goward as soon as possible.
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